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Jno.  S.  Blatchford,  Esq., 

General  Secretary: 

Sir:  I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  Special 
Belief  Service,  during  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1865, 
together  with  statistics  connected  with  this  service,  not  em¬ 
braced  in  their  due  order  in  the  previous  quarterly  report  of 
April  1,  but  fitly  presented  now. 

During  no  three  months  since  the  Special  Relief  Service 
commenced  has  its  work  been  larger,  more  varied,  more 
thorough  in  its  methods,  and  more  successful  in  its  results, 
than  during  these  three  months  on  which  I  now  report. 

In  some  localities,  and  regarding  some  branches  of  labor, 
the  work  has  indeed  diminished  ;  but  taking  it  as  a  whole, 
the  “  aid  and  comfort”  rendered  to  the  soldiers  through  this 
agency  of  the  Commission  has  never  before  in  the  same 
period  of  time  been  “as  great  and  manifest  as  during  this 
last  quarter. 


This  larger  call,  or  rather  opportunity  for  work,  may  be 
traced AxflhyeQ  causes,  viz  : 

1st  The  wide-spread  information  which  has  recently  been 
dxternfScT through  the  armies  and  hospitals  concerning  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  and  its  readiness  and  ability  to  aid 
the  soldiers  needing  help. 

2d.  The  hurried  discharging  of  thousands  of  men  from 
General  Hospitals,  and  the  rapid  disbanding  of  large  armies. 

3d.  The  relaxing  of  labor  on  the  part  of  some  State  Agen¬ 
cies,  and  of  many  individuals  before  engaged  in  rendering 
help  to  the  soldiers,  who  mistakingly  thought  that  the 
chief  call  for  aid  was  past  as  soon  as  actual  battles  were  at 
an  end. 

Regarding  the  first,  it  may  be  said,  that  during  this  season 
a  more  thorough  and  systematic  method  has  been  adopted 
of  advertising  to  the  soldiers  everywhere,  what  the  Sanitary 
Commission  can  do  for  them.  This  has  been  effected  by 
means  of  posters  in  hospitals  and  public  places,  by  letters 
direct  to  Surgeons  and  Chaplains  of  regiments  in  the  field, 
and  by  distributing  among  the  troops  large  numbers  of  the 
“Soldiers’  Friend,”  (published  by  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission,)  and  of  the  “Soldiers’  Journal,”  which,  beside  much 
other  valuable  matter,  announce  the  Commission’s  purpose 
and  work.  Of  these  two  publications  together,  one  hundred 
and  five  thousand  (105,000)  have  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  soldiers  during  the  last  three  months. 

It  has  recently  been  the  case  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  sick  or  disabled  men  discharged  from  the  Regimental 
or  General  Hospital  have  been  referred  directly,  and  with 
painstaking  interest,  by  their  surgeons  or  other  officers,  to 
the  Sanitary  Commission,  for  needed  help  and  protection. 
This  has  been  the  case,  not  in  Washington  alone  or  especially, 
but  as  well,  and  in  some  instances  even  more  thoroughly,  in 
New  Orleans,  and  at  places  in  the  West.  I  refer  to  this 
here  for  the  sake  of  putting  it  on  record,  while  I  draw  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  and  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  co-operation  with  us  in  this  work  of  Special  Relief 
on  the  part  of  the  Officers  in  the  Army  itself. 
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Concerning  the  second  point  named,  it  can  readily  be  under¬ 
stood  how  this  hurried  discharging  of  so  many  men  should, 
by  mere  multiplication  of  previous  work,  in  the  ratio  of  the 
numbers  discharged,  increase  the  calls  upon  the  Special  Eelief 
Service  ;  but  to  those  not  immediately  cognizant  of  the  facts, 
it  cannot  he  understood  how  much  carelessness,  on  the  part  of 
surgeons  and  subordinates  in  hospitals,  who  were  concerned 
in  making  out  the  papers,  or  in  providing  for  the  comfort  of 
those  invalid  men,  was  induced  or  allowed  by  the  semi-dis¬ 
organized  state  incident  to  a  “  breaking-up” — of  drawing 
towards  a  close.  Few  of  the  rigid  rules  were  enforced; 
none  of  the  selfish  inducements  to  thoroughness  and  faithful¬ 
ness  were  offered  which  exist  when  continuation  of  service 
promises  promotion. 

This  carelessness,  or  this  indifference,  on  the  part  of  others, 
left  many  soldiers  in  just  that  state  where  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission,  with  its  Special  Eelief,  could  come  in  and  do  its 
most  beneficent  work  for  them ;  thus  making  up — (and  this 
has  always  been  one  part  of  its  mission) — making  up  their 
loss  to  the  soldiers,  who  else  would  surely  suffer  from  the 
ignorance,  or  the  cold-heartedness,  or  the  hurry  of  various 
officers.  For  so  true  it  is,  that  while  a  large  majority  of  the 
officers  in  our  army  have  been  watchful  of  the  interests  of 
their  soldiers,  there  has  been  another  class  of  officers — in  the 
aggregate  many  men — who  seem  not  to  have  once  attained 
to  the  best  idea  which  can  inspire  a  person  entrusted,  as  are 
these,  with  power,  viz :  the  idea  that  they  are  not  commis¬ 
sioned  merely  to  drill  and  lead,  but  to  befriend  and  protect 
their  soldiers. 

Precisely  here  it  has  been,  to  make  up,  as  I  said,  for  the 
deficiency  of  these  men,  that  the  Sanitary  Commission,  with 
its  Special  Eelief,  steps  in  and  reaches  out  its  hand.  I  make 
this  point  here,  because,  while  accounting  for  a  large  in¬ 
crease  (under  a  partially  disorganized  state  of  the  army)  of 
our  work,  it  also  suggests  most  forcibly  to  our  thought  the 
very  nature  or  genius,  as  viewed  from  one  side,  of  this 
branch  of  the  Commission’s  work. 

Again,  in  regard  to  the  effect  produced  by  the  rapid  dis- 
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charge  and  mustering-out  of  so  many  thousand  men,  we 
are  to  note,  as  bearing  directly  upon  our  Special  Relief 
work,  the  fact,  that  for  every  $100,000  paid  out  to  soldiers 
going  home,  there  rise  up  at  least  one  hundred  sharpers, 
unseen  before,  to  waylay  these  men,  and  to  induce  them 
foolishly  to  spend  their  money ;  and  happy  for  the  soldier 
if  it  end  in  nothing  worse.  It  can  well  be  understood, 
then,  how  the  Commission,  which  is  to  stand  between  these 
soldiers  and  their  tempters,  has  found,  during  the  past  two 
months  especially,  work  enough  to  do ;  and  I  venture  to 
say,  that  during  no  previous  two  months  has  the  Commis¬ 
sion  received  more  abundant  thanks  from  the  men  them¬ 
selves  thus  restrained  or  rescued  ;  and  at  no  previous  period 
has  it  merited  greater  gratitude  from  the  wives  or  families 
of  these  returning  soldiers  who  thus  were  induced  or 
enabled  to  carry  home  with  them  the  money,  and  often  the 
self-respect,  which  for  a  long  term  they  had  been  earning 
with  toil.  It  is  refreshing  to  feel  how  large  a  debt  of 
gratitude  thousands  of  homes  are  under  to  this  Commis¬ 
sion — homes  which  do  not  know,  and  will  never  once  dream, 
that  they  have  received  a  benefit  at  our  hands.  This  is  so 
much  like  the  debt  which  children  owe  to  parents,  (never 
measured — scarcely  divined,)  that  I  love  to  dwell  upon  it,  as 
peculiarly  illustrating  what  to  me  is  the  distinctive  and  exalt¬ 
ing  characterise  c  of  this  Commission — not  in  its  Special  Relief 
work  alone,  but  in  its  intrinsic  nature,  viz :  that  it  is  not  a 
“  Commission”  made  such  by  the  creative  wisdom  of  certain 
men,  but  that  it  is  really  and  simply  the  heart  and  intelligence 
of  the  people  themselves,  taking  this  form — and  which,  if  it 
had  not  taken  this  form,  would,  of  very  necessity,  have  taken 
some  other  form — by  a  sort  of  native  instinct  or  controlling 
impulse ;  that  it  is  doing  its  work,  led  on  step  by  step,  almost 
as  unconsciously,  and  with  absence  of  artificial  plan,  as  is  the 
father  of  a  home,  while  he  seeks  the  comfort  and  good  of  his 
children. 

I  must  be  pardoned  here  this  digression,  for  the  reason  that 
this  thought  is  bound  in  with  my  special  work,  and  never 
so  much  as  of  late,  when  we  are  thus  really  blessing  by 
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hundreds  homes  that  have  never  heard  the  n«n^  of  the  San¬ 
itary  Commission.  Not  in  a  spirit  of  ostentation  is  this  record 
made,  hut  simply  with  sincere  gratitude,  and  with  that  sense  of 
possession,  or  of  treasure  held  unseen,  which  attends  an  act 
by  which  we  confer  on  others  real  blessings,  all  unknown 
by,  and  never  to  be  told  to  those  befriended.  In  this  sense, 
of  an  unseen  possession,  is  the  blessing  returned  to  the  count¬ 
less  laborers,  who,  with  unwearying  zeal  and  unrecognized 
devotion,  have  for  four  years — this  country  through — upheld 
the  hands  of  the  workers  nearer  the  hospital  and  field. 

This  may  not  be — this,  indeed,  is  not  the  place  or  time  to 
do  it ;  but  surely  all  these  thoughts  which  grow  up  out  of 
our  work  in  the  Commission,  and  which  encourage  and 
cheer  us  in  whatever  weariness  we  have  in  our  toil,  ought 
to  be  gathered  up  and  put  in  sheaves ;  they  are  part  of  the 
harvest,  and  will  prove  bread  for  giving  strength  to  other 
men  and  women  who,  perchance,  in  coming  years  and  in 
other  nations,  may,  through  our  example,  seek  to  bring  the 
love  and  care  of  the  homes  of  the  soldiers  near  even  to  the 
soldiers  in  the  field. 

But  to  return.  I  will  specify  yet  one  more  of  the  occa¬ 
sions  for  enlarged  activity  brought  to  us  with  this  prepara¬ 
tion  for  closing  the  war.  Seizing  eagerly  upon  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  all  inmates  of  hospitals  who  are  able  to  travel 
to  be  discharged,  a  large  number  of  sick  men,  or  those 
partially  disabled  from  wounds,  start  for  their  homes  upon 
the  cars.  Their  feeble  condition  exposes  them  to  suffering 
and  serious  evils,  which,  in  their  anxiety  to  reach  their 
friends,  they  cannot  anticipate.  Here  the  Commission, 
through  its  Special  Belief  Service,  has  had  offered  to  it, 
during  these  same  three  months  last  past,  a  far  larger  field 
than  in  this  regard  was  ever  given  it  before. 

Such  are  some  of  the  facts  which  will  suggest  the  measure 
of  the  calls  made  upon  us  of  late ;  the  several  reports  which 
will  be  appended  will  show  to  you  how  we  have  met  these 
calls.  But  before  passing  to  details  of  our  work,  it  is  but 
right  for  me  to  indicate  to  you,  in  connection  with  what  I 
haVe  said  of  this  recent  increase  of  labor,  what  seems  to  me 


the  probable  future  of  our  Special  Relief  work,  and  thus 
answer  the  question  which  is  being  asked,  viz:  “When 
can  we  probably  close  this  part  of  our  service  ?” 

For  one  month  our  work  will  not  very  perceptibly  dimin¬ 
ish,  except  in  the  number  of  inmates  of  some  of  our  Lodges 
and  Homes — those  which  are  located  at  points  from  which 
the  army  is  nearly  withdrawn ;  after  that  it  will  diminish 
rapidly,  being  at  the  end  of  two  months  reduced  probably 
one  half  or  two  thirds  its  amount,  and  so  on  in  its  descend¬ 
ing  series,  though  I  cannot  see  how  this  branch  of  the 
Commission’s  work  can  entirely  cease  for  some  time  longer. 
Even  after  the  great  mass  of  the  soldiers  (except  the  regular 
and  retained  army)  shall  have  gone  to  their  homes,  there 
will  be  of  those  left  behind  on  detached  service,  or  by 
disease  or  wounds  which  prevented  earlier  transfer,  very 
many  waifs  and  wanderers  and  men  needing  help ;  and  at 
that  time,  peculiarly,  will  it  be  the  case,  even  more  than 
now,  that  if  the  Sanitary  Commission  does  not  care  for 
these  men  no  one  will. 

With  greatly  reduced  force,  of  course,  and  with  a  con¬ 
stant  aim  at  meeting  the  fitting  demand  that  the  Commission 
close  its  work  at  the  earliest  day  possible,  should  such  aid 
be  continued.  And  under  that  lead  and  guidance  I  think 
there  will  be  no  danger  of  its  prolonging  its  work — unduly 
stimulated  by  the  love  of  doing  good — beyond  the  point 
where  humanity  and  sound  judgment  should  direct. 

I  will  now  submit  to  you  in  detail  reports  touching  the 
points  to  which  I  have  called  your  attention  in  my  general 
review. 

Beginning  with  Washington,  I  shall  present  you  first  Mr. 
Abbott’s  report  of  the  work  done  at  the  Special  Relief 
Office,  H  street,  including  with  it  the  Superintendent’s  report 
of  Lodge  4,  at  which  place  Mr.  Abbott’s  office  is  located. 

The  report  of  the  work  there,  both  in  itself  and  in  its 
relation  to  previous  reports,  will  be  a  fair  index  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  relative  amount  of  service  rendered  at  our  several 
most  important  offices  during  the  last  quarter. 

I  submit  Mr.  Abbott’s  report  entire,  as  it  is  compact  in 


form,  and  makes  record  of  certain  facts,  (concerning  the 
general  aims  of  our  service,)  which,  if  not  thus  presented 
by  him,  would  elsewhere  have  claimed  attention  : 


U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission, 

“ Special  Relief”  Office,  389  Ii  Street, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  July  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  work  of  this 
office  and  of  “  Lodge  No.  4,”  for  the  quarter  ending  June 
30,  1865. 

The  work  of  rendering  relief  to  soldiers  and  seamen,  in 
adjusting  their  accounts  and  claims  against  the  Government, 
has  largely  increased  since  my  last  quarterly  report;  while 
the  work  of  assisting  men  who  are  in  General  Hospitals  in 
securing  their  back  pay,  an  agency  which  during  the  previous 
six  months  had  been  so  large,  and  productive  of  so  much  good, 
has  been  almost  entirely  suspended,  consequent  upon  the 
orders  for  discharging  all  men  in  General  Hospitals.*  Appli¬ 
cations  for  pensions  have  increased.  The  number  of  persons 
seeking  advice,  information,  and  aid  in  various  ways,  has  also 
been  much  larger  than  during  the  previous  quarter.  The 
number  has  also  been  unusually  large  of  destitute  soldiers  and 
seamen,  and  the  relatives  of  soldiers  and  seamen,  who,  com- 


*  “  Agency  for  getting  Back  Pay  for  Soldiers  in  General  Hospitals .” — It  was 
found  that  very  many  soldiers  in  hospitals  had  various  amounts  of  back  pay 
due  them,  which  their  families  sorely  needed,  but  which  was  so  tied  up,  that 
it  could  not  be  collected  without  an  amount  of  investigation  and  labor  which 
the  Paymasters  had  no  right  to  bestow  upon  individuals.  Some  of  it  had 
been  due  six  or  eight  months,  and  the  men  had  been  mustered  and  paid  for 
intermediate  months,  leaving  this  which  was  due  in  the  position  of  an  old 
debt. 

Agents  of  the  Commission,  authorized  and  cordially  aided  by  Col.  Brooke, 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  Paymaster  General’s  Department,  entered  upon  the  work 
of  obtaining  the  necessary  information  in  each  case,  so  as  to  enable  the  Chief 
Clerk  to  furnish  to  the  man  a  certificate  of  the  pay  due  to  him,  upon  which 
to  draw  his  money. 

This  work,  which  commenced  as  an  experiment  in  Stanton  Hospital,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Rev.  William  Henry  Channing,  Chaplain  of  this  hospital  and 
Chaplain  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress — whose  ever-hopeful 
and  forelooking  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the  soldier  have  given  him  a  large 
influence  in  the  great  movements  of  the  last  four  years — gradually  extended 
until  it  embraced  nearly  all  our  General  Hospitals,  and  rendered  this  much- 
needed  aid  to  some  thousands  of  men.  The  record  book  of  this  Odice  gives 
the  names  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  (3,737)  soldiers 
of  this  class  whose  papers  were  filed  by  the  Commission,  and  whose  pay  was 
thus  secured. — K. 
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ing  to  attend  sick  friends  in  hospital,  and  exhausting  their 
means,  were  left  helpless;  without  aid  these  persons  could 
not  have  reached  their  homes.  For  the  amount  of  money 
thus  expended,  I  would  refer  you  to  my  cash  account;  as 
also  to  my  Office  Journal,  for  a  record  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  aid  was  given,  a  careful  examination  having 
been  made  in  each  case.  I  have  been  able  to  concentrate 
my  work  considerably  on  account  of  the  suspension  of  one 
branch  of  it  before  referred  to.  This  enabled  me  to  dispense 
with  the  services  of  several  clerks,  and  reduce  the  expenses 
of  the  Office,  although  the  aggregate  amount  of  work  accom¬ 
plished  is  in  excess  even  of  any  previous  quarter. 

The  work  of  the  Office,  as  it  is  now  divided,  constitutes  five 
distinct  branches.  These  general  divisions  do  not  embrace 
the  special  work  of  attending  to  the  comfort  and  bodily 
wants  of  the  needy  soldier  or  seaman,  who  come  to  us,  or 
are  brought  here,  or  whom  we  find  elsewhere, — warning, 
protecting,  and  caring  for  them  in  various  ways,  helping 
them  out  of  difficulties,  giving  them  advice,  writing  letters  for 
them,  looking  up  their  friends,  visiting  the  sick  and  wounded, 
looking  up  effects  of  deceased  soldiers  and  forwarding  them, 
securing  admissions  to  schools  and  asylums  for  soldiers’ 
orphans,  and  much  other  aid  that  I  have  not  time  or  space 
to  mention  here.  Omitting  these  forms  of  service,  the  five 
general  branches  of  labor  referred  to  are  as  follows : 

The  First  includes  the  adjustment  of  the  pay  account  of 
weak  and  disabled  soldiers,  too  feeble  to  attend  to  it  them¬ 
selves,  as  also  the  accounts  that  are  inaccurate  and  compli¬ 
cated  of  all  men  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  All 
soldiers  coming  for  payment  to  Colonel  Taylor,  Paymaster  of 
discharged  soldiers,  are  at  once  referred  by  him  to  our  Office, 
if  defects  are  found  to  exist  in  any  of  the  papers  presented. 

The  Second  includes  claims  for  bounty,  either  for  wounds 
or  service. 

The  Third  includes  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  men 
who  still  remain  in  the  service. 

The  Fourth  embraces  claims  for  pensions  and  for  arrears 
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of  pay,  ancl  for  bounty,  and  such  cases  as  require  a  formal 
claim  with  a  power  of  Attorney. 

The  Fifth  concerns  itself  with  Officers’  accounts,  pay  and 
prize  money  of  seamen,  commutation  of  rations,  and  claims 
against  the  Quartermaster  General’s  Department. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  for  transacting  business 
at  the  various  Government  Departments  are  all  we  could  ask, 
except  at  one  or  two,  where,  on  account  of  the  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  clerks  employed  to  do  the  work,  our  papers  are  some¬ 
times  delayed.  But  our  relations  with  the  various  military 
and  civil  officers  with  whom  we  have  business  to  transact  is 
most  gratifying. 

The  operations  of  the  Lodge  connected  with  this  Office 
have  been  unusually  large;  The  average  number  of  meals 
furnished  per  day  during  the  last  month  of  the  quarter  was 

T21. 

The  Superintendent  and  all  the  employees  of  the  Lodge 
have  worked  hard,  and  deserve  commendation  for  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  they-v have  performed  their  duty. 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  pay  accounts  and 
claims  received  and  acted  upon  during  this  quarter : 

Number  of  imperfect  pay  accounts  of  discharged  soldiers  taken  in  hand.  484 


Number  of  cases  definitely  settled . . .  377 

Number  of  cases  returned. .  48 

Number  of  cases  in  process  of  adjustment . . .  238 

Number  of  bounty  cases  received . ■? .  475 

Number  of  cases  settled .  318 

Number  of  cases  returned . . .  22 

Number  of  cases  partly  completed . .  .  314 

Number  of  accounts  of  such  men  as  are  still  in  the  service .  119 

Number  of  cases  satisfactorily  adjusted . .  139 

Number  of  cases  on  hand .  103 

Number  of  cases  returned . . .  129 

Number  of  pension  claims  filed .  859 

Number  of  cases  thus  far  allowed . . .  542 

Number  of  new  claims  for  arrears  of  pay  and  bounty  filed .  40 

Number  of  cases  allowed .  57 

Number  of  claims  for  pension  arrears  of  pay  and  bounty  settled . .  52 

Number  of  cases  on  hand .  . . 1,65  9 


* 


Number  of  officers’  accounts  received .  28 

Number  settled... . 12 

Number  on  hand . 24 

Number  of  cases  returned .  1 

Number  of  Naval  claims  filed .  149 

Number  settled .  99 

Number  on  hand . 51 

Number  of  ration-money  claims  received . 81 

Number  of  cases  allowed .  75 

Number  of  cases  on  hand . . . 17 

Number  of  claims  on  Quartermaster’s  Department  received. .  13 

Number  of  cases  adjusted .  8 

Number  of  cases  on  hand .  5 

Whole  number  of  cases  and  claims  received  and  recorded  during  the 

quarter . 2,258 

Whole  number  completed . 1,580 

Number  returned .  256 

Number  of  cases  on  hand,  in  process  of  investigation  or  completion . 2,406 


Amount  secured  for  the  soldiers  and  sailors  on  the  cases 
completed,  (exclusive  of  pension  claims  allowed,  and  a  large 
number  of  claims  for  ration-money  adjusted,  but  not 
recorded,)  $167,394  67. 

Add  to  this  amount  what  was  paid  on  the  cases  excluded, 
and  it  would  increase  to  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  ($230,000.) 


Number  of  letters  received  at  this  Office  during  this  quarter .  5,933 

Number  of  letters  written  and  copied .  3,016 

Number  of  business  letters  mailed . . .  6,270 

Number  of  affidavits  made  out  and  executed... .  516 

Number  of  meals  given  at  Lodge  No.  4 . . . . .  43,386 

Number  of  nights’  lodgings  furnished . . . . . 10,097 

»)/  vj/  vU  vjy  v)/  ■*!> 
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*  *  *  *  Our  labors  for  this  quarter  have  been  exceed¬ 

ingly  onerous.  The  work  that  we  accomplished  was  a 
blessed  one;  so  great  was  the  pressure  that  we  were  obliged 
to  work  both  night  and  day.  Those  whom  we  assisted 
appreciated  the  aid  and  the  relief  rendered  them.  I  never 


labored  with  greater  satisfaction.  My  assistants  all  entered 
into  the  work  with  the  right  zeal,  and  a  determination  to 
relieve  and  protect  all  of  our  soldiers  and  seamen  whom 
they  could  find  needy.  Some  days  our  large  Office  was 
crowded.  They  would  come  hobbling  in  on  crutches,  or 
leaning  upon  the  shoulders  of  comrades,  get  their  wants 
supplied,  their  business  adjusted,  and  leave,  blessing  the 
Commission  for  what  it  has  done  and  is  doing  for  the  soldiers. 
At  the  Lodge  they  received  a  good  wholesome  meal,  and 
then  were  conveyed  by  our  ambulance  and  wagons  to  the 
railroad  station,  where  they  were  met  by  the  couriers  of  the 
Commission,  and  furnished  all  needed  care  and  assistance 
to  their  homes  and  friends. 

Trusting  that  our  works  will  meet  with  your  approval,  I 
remain,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  ABBOTT, 

Chief  Assistant  Special  Belief  Service. 

Such  is  Mr.  Abbott’s  report  of  most  painstaking  and  suc¬ 
cessful  labor.  He  might  fitly  have  mentioned,  that  during 
this  quarter  there  had  come  to  him  for  aid  a  number  of  men, 
bearing  with  them  marks  of  disgrace  in  the  words  “  deserter,” 
or  “  absent  without  leave,”  written  in  red  upon  the  face  of  their 
discharge  papers,  while  upon  their  hearts,  and  on  their  real 
record,  as  it  afterward  proved  in  most  of  the  cases,  the  word 
written  was — honest  and  faithful  soldier.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
one  form  of  service  rendered  at  our  offices  of  Special  Relief 
which  is  really  worth  more  to  the  one  aided  than  this,  by 
which  such  men  are  again  honorably  restored  to  the  rolls ; 
for  with  that  red  mark  upon  their  papers,  they  go  home 
deprived  of  all  pay  and  allowances,  with  a  lasting  stain  upon 
them.  In  some  instances  we  find  that  the  word  “  deserter”  is 
rightly  written,  in  which  case  we  again,  under  the  stamp  of 
the  Sanitary  Commission,  (recording  the  fact  that  we  have 
examined  his  record,)  repeat  the  word  “  deserter,”  writing 
it  in  still  larger  hand.  But  in  a  majority  of  instances,  our 
examinations  reveal  the  fact,  (and  furnish  to  the  Adjutant 
General’s  office  testimony  to  prove  it,)  that  the  accused  man 
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was  thus  branded  simply  through  the  carelessness  or  ignor¬ 
ance  of  his  officers,  who  had  not  the  time  or  the  will  to 
follow  up  the  record  of  the  man  and  learn  the  truth. 

The  process  by  which  this  work  is  accomplished  is  often 
long  and  tedious,  certified  evidence  being  demanded 
which  shall  account  satisfactorily  for  the  man  during 
the  entire  period  covered  by  the  charge,  not  a  day  omitted. 
It  involves  correspondence  often  with  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  and  with  surgeons  of  hospitals,  and  officers  in  all 
sections  of  the  army.  All  necessary  inquiries  by  the  Com¬ 
mission,  let  it  here  be  recorded,  are  almost  without  excep¬ 
tion  answered  by  those  addressed  with  promptness,  and 
evidence  of  a  readiness  to  co-operate  with  us  in  the  work. 
And  at  the  Adjutant  General’s  Office  there  is  always  a  cor¬ 
dial  willingness,  upon  proper  testimony,  at  once  to  restore 
to  the  rolls,  in  its  place  of  honor,  the  men  whose  record  we 
have  made  clear.  It  is  now  fully  recognized,  I  think,  by  the 
War  Department,  that  the  Sanitary  Commission  does  not 
desire  to  act  as  the*  prejudiced  or  tender-hearted  advocate  of 
any  soldier  who,  even  by  his  own  cowardice  or  disobedience, 
has  brought  upon  himself  censure  and  disgrace,  but  that  it 
is  simply  by  straightforward  and  thorough  business  methods 
seeking  to  do  the  work  of  humanity  and  justice. 

I  dwell  somewhat  upon  this  single  branch  of  our  work 
because  the  faces  of  some  of  those  men,  thus  lifted  out  of 
despair,  and  lighted  with  joy  and  gratitude,  are  so  full 
before  me,  as  they  thank. us  for  honor  restored — thank  us 
in  behalf  of  themselves,  of  their  wives,  and  their  children. 
One  of  these  men,  thus  aided  by  us,  said  to  me:  “You 
cannot  understand, — and  I  hardly  want  that  you  should 
understand, — just  what  your  Office  has  done  for  me  !  I  will 
only  tell  you  this — that  I  am  going  to  start  to-night  for 
my  home  in  Wisconsin  to  see  my  wife  and  children, 
whom  I  have  not  seen  for  two  years,  and  whom  I  had  deter¬ 
mined  I  never  would  see  if  I  had  to  carry  back  that  stamp 
of  a  4  deserter’  upon  me.” 

To  illustrate  by  a  single  instance  the  labor  sometimes  at¬ 
tending  these  cases,  and  the  patience  with  which  the  work 
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is  pursued,  I  will  state  that  but  just  now,  as  it  happened, 
the  final  evidence  was  obtained  for  a  man  of  Co.  B  10th 
Michigan  Vols.,  whose  papers  were  taken  in  hand  more 
than  two  years  ago,  (February  9,  1863.)  His  case,  with 
whatever  testimony  could  be  obtained,  had  been  three 
several  times  presented  at  the  Adjutant  General’s  Office,  and 
three  times  rejected  for  lack  of  satisfactory  testimony  to 
clear  the  charge  of  desertion.  At  length,  however,  by  per¬ 
severance,  the  needed  evidence  was  obtained,  and  the  charge 
was  removed,  pay  collected,  and  a  draft  for  two  hundred 
and  forty-seven  dollars  has  just  been  sent  to  the  man  at  his 
home  at  Clear  Lake,  Michigan. 

The  person  wTho  has  charge  of  all  these  cases  marked 
“  Deserter,”  or  u  Absent  without  Leave,”  at  one  of  our 
Offices,  (Washington,)  furnishes  me  the  following  memo¬ 
randum  : 


Number  of  cases  taken  during  the  three  months  .  45 

Number  of  cases  on  hand,  (old  list) .  12 

Number  of  cases  adjusted,  (honorably  restored) .  35 

Number  of  men  proved  real  deserters .  10 

Number  of  cases  now  under  process  of  completion,  (with  every  possible 
chance  of  clearing  the  charges  against  them) .  12 


In  no  place,  perhaps,  more  fitly  than  in  this  connection, 
can  I  refer  to  one  most  important  service  of  the  Com¬ 
mission,  through  its  Special  Relief  Agency,  which  is  scarcely 
recognized,  but  which  is  by  no  means  among  its  smallest 
benefits.  By  securing  justice  to  hundreds  of  soldiers  who 
previously  felt  that  they  were  wronged,  and  by  giving  rest 
and  food,  and  comfort,  and  their  money,  in  a  way  not  other¬ 
wise  provided  for,  to  thousands  who  were  sick  and  weary, 
and  complaining  of  the  neglect  of  the  government — by  these 
means  has  the  Sanitary  Commission  sent  to  their  homes 
many  thousands  of  men,  silent  and  satisfied,  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  in  their  several  communities  fom enters 
of  ill-will  against  those  in  power.  The  man  who  knows 
that  he  has  been  for  four  years  fighting,  without  fear  or 
flinching,  for  his  country,  feels  doubly  wronged  at  anything 
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like  indifference  or  neglect  shown  toward  him  by  his  govern¬ 
ment. 

I  assume  that  this  very  service  of  explaining  mistaken 
views,  correcting  bitter  prejudice,  and  healing  wounded 
feelings  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers,  though  it  is  an  office 
scarcely  noted,  never  recorded,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
results  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

In  order  to  secure  these  ends,  and  to  claim  a  right  thus 
to  be  the  adviser  of  these  soldiers,  it  has  always  been  care¬ 
fully  impressed  upon  every  man  as  he  enters  the  Special 
Relief  Service,  that  no  matter  how  hurried  he  may  be,  or 
how  unreasonable  may  seem  the  spirit  of  the  soldiers  who 
seek  assistance  or  complain  of  wrongs,  he  is  himself  always 
to  give  to  each  soldier  a  patient  hearing  and  kindly  explana¬ 
tion,  thus  gaining  for  the  opinion  or  advice  of  the  agent  of 
the  Commission  that  influence  which  belongs  to  counsel 
which  is  bound  in  with  evidences  of  friendly,  personal  re¬ 
gard.  And  let  me  say,  in  passing,  probably  no  class  of  men 
on  earth  are  more  impressed  and  affected  by  evidences  of 
real  kindness  and  personal  interest,  as  of  kindred  or  of 
friend,  than  are  these  same  weather-stained,  war-worn, 
hard-handed  soldiers.  It  is  readily  seen,  then,  how,  through 
this  Agency,  which  is  so  far  connected  with  Government  as 
to  be  more  or  less  associated  with  it  in  the  mind  of  the  sol¬ 
dier,  that  most  valuable  and  kindly  service  above  referred 
to,  as  of  explainer  and  conciliator,  is  rendered. 

Another  point  to  be  noticed  is  this — the  increased  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  the  helpers  of  the  Colored  Soldiers,  who  peculiarly 
need,  in  their  ignorance,  both  the  aid  and  the  patient  hearing 
which  I  believe  it  has  been  the  aim  of  all  agents  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  to  give  to  these  men,  for  I  think  that  we  have  not 
one  individual  in  the  Special  Relief  Service  who  does  not 
see  behind  that  dark  wall  of  defence  the  light  of  a  stern 
and  glowing  patriotism, — not  one  who  does  not  believe  that 
under  a  black  skin  there  may  be  hidden  a  pure,  white  soul. 
During  the  past  three  months  the  number  of  colored 
soldiers  who  have  come  under  our  care  has  been  large,  and 
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we  are  daily  extending  benefit  to  them.  An  agent  from  the 
Special  Relief  Office  of  Lodge  4  is  now  at  work  at  Beaufort, 
S.  C.,  securing  to  the  colored  troops  at  that  place  their  dues, 
of  which  they  were  being  defrauded  by  claim  agents.  He 
was  sent  at  the  suggestion  of  Col.  T.  W.  Higginson,  of  Mass., 
formerly  of  the  62d  Mass.  Volunteer  colored  troops,  to  pros¬ 
ecute  this  work.  He  goes  from  Beaufort  to  Charleston,  and 
thence  further  south. 

Hext  in  order  is  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  The 
Home,  which  is  herewith  submitted  : 

F.  H.  Knapp,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Special  Relief. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  my  report  of  the  work  at  “  The 
Home”  for  the  quarter  ending  June  BO,  1865. 

MALE  DEPARTMENT. 


Whole  number  admitted .  3,677 

Whole  number  of  meals  furnished .  . . .  25.939 

Whole  number  of  lodgings  furnished . .  10,987 

Admitted  on  account  of  discharge  for  disability . . .  1,399 

Admitted  on  account  of  sick  furlough . . .  704 

Admitted  under  orders  (sick) . . .  1,1 74 

Amount  of  money  received  on  deposit  from  soldiers . . . $31,597 


The  men  reported  as  “under  orders”  are  nearly  all  men  that 
are  being  transferred  to  hospitals  at  the  Horth,  or  have  been 
ordered  from  hospitals  here  to  the  several  States  to  be 
mustered  out  of  the  service. 

Of  the  men  reported  on  furlough,  a  large  proportion  are 
men  that  have  been  given  a  furlough  in  order  that  they 
might  go  to  their  homes  and  await  the  necessary  papers  to 
be  mustered  out. 

I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  at  no  time  since  The 
Home  was  established  has  there  been  as  much  real  good 
accomplished  in  the  same  length  of  time  as  during  the  past 
quarter,  for  nearly  all  the  men  we  have  had  under  our  care 


during  these  three  months  have  been  those  that  required  a 
very  large  amount  of  assistance. 

The  number  of  inmates  at  The  Home  has  been  gradually 
diminishing  for  the  last  few  weeks,  and  I  think  it  probable 
that  the  number  will  now  rapidly  diminish  until  the  close. 

“  HOME  HOSPITAL.” 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  done  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  connected  with  The  Home : 


Whole  number  admitted  to  the  Hospital . . . .  1,384 

Number  of  sick  prescribed  for  and  treated.. .  522 

Number  of  wounds  dressed .  862 

Number  sent  to  the  general  hospitals .  145 

Number  of  deaths . .  5 


I  extract  the  following  from  the  report  of  Dr.  M.  D.  Bene¬ 
dict,  who  has  been  Surgeon  in  Charge  during  the  past  few 
months  : 

*  *  *  *  “  Sick  and  wounded  soldiers  discharged  from 

Hospitals  find  here  rest,  nursing,  and  medical  treatment  while 
waiting  for  transportation,  or  for  the  settlement  of  their  ac¬ 
counts,  and  much  suffering  is  alleviated  and  prevented  by 
these  means.  The  necessity  for  such  attentions  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  exist  until  all  the  soldiers,  sick  and  wounded, 
remaining  in  the  hospitals  of  the  District,  are  discharged  or 
transferred  to  other  hospitals. 

“Of  the  good  order  and  management  of  this  institution 
it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  speak.  I  cannot  see  how  it 
could  be  improved  in  these  respects,  and  I  trust  its  beneficent 
work  will  continue  until  the  necessities  which  called  it  into 
existence  shall  have  been  fully  met  and  answered.” 

COURIERS. 

On  the  15th  of  May  I  was  put  in  charge  of  the  relief 
couriers  running  on  railroads,  with  instructions  to  “  increase 
the  present  number  to  as  many  as  may  be  required  to  meet 
the  urgency  of  the  case.” 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  I  immediately 
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employed  several  new  men  for  this  service,  and  have  since 
then  had  an  efficient  corps  at  the  work. 

By  this  arrangement  a  courier  leaves  Washington  every 
evening  for  New  York  on  the  6  p.  m.  train;  one  for  Har¬ 
risburg  every  day  at  4J-  p.  m>;  and  one  for  Wheeling,  Va., 
every  Monday  and  Thursday,  at  7J  p.  m. 

The  work  accomplished  by  the  couriers  has  been  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  state  in  a  report  the  real  good  that  has  been 
done. 

Below  I  give  the  number  of  men  that  have  been  assisted 
by  the  couriers  since  the  15th  of  May,  over  the  several  rail¬ 
roads  : 


To  New  York,  or  beyond . . .  3,467 

Wheeling,  or  beyond . . . . .  579 

Harrisburg,  or  beyond .  694 


Total .  4.740 

/ 

Add  to  this  the  number  (1,325)  assisted  by  the  couriers  from  April  1st 

to  May  15th,  and  we  have  a  total  of . .  6,065 


FEMALE  DEPARTMENT. 

(Home  for  Wives  and  Mothers  of  sick  soldiers.) 


Whole  number  admitted . .  478 

Whole  number  meals  furnished . ..... . . .  4,533 

Whole  number  lodgings  furnished . . . .  .  2,387 


Nearly  all  that  have  been  admitted  to  this  branch  of  The 
Home  were  mothers  or  wives  who  came  here  for  the  purpose 
of  nursing  their  friends  in  the  hospitals  of  the  city. 

The  number  for  the  last  few  weeks  has  been  much  less 
than  at  any  previous  time,  on  account  of  the  expectation 
that  all  the  men  in  hospitals  will  now  be  discharged,  and  soon 
be  at  their  homes. 

DETECTIVE. 

In  connection  with  The*  Home,  there  was  appointed,  on  the 
loth  of  May,  a  Special  Detective  and  Agent  of  the  Commis- 
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sion,  to  be  stationed  at  the  B.  and  0.  R.  R.  depot,  to  look 
after  the  soldiers  in  and  around  that  place. 

W  e  were  fortunate  in  securing  a  man  thoroughly  acquain¬ 
ted  with  his  work;  the  aid  he  has’rendered  to  the  soldiers  is 
of  great  value  ;  hundreds  have  been  promptly  started  on  their 
way  home  who  would  otherwise  have  loitered  in  the  city,* 
and  without  doubt  have  lost  their  money  and  papers,  if  not 
their  lives. 

For  the  detail  of  all  the  work  above  indicated,  I  refer  to 
the  Journal  of  the  Home,  and  to  the  reports  which  accompany 
this. 


I  am,  very  respectfully, 


J.  B.  CLARK,  Sup’t. 


Concerning  the  “  Home,”  in  addition  to  Mr.  Clark’s  report, 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  “Home  for  Wives  and  Mothers 
of  Soldiers  ”  has  been,  until  recently,  constantly  full  and 
over-crowded,  although  in  ordinary  cases  no  one  remains 
there  for  any  length  of  time  unless  she  brings  a  certificate 
from  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital  where  her  son, 
brother,  or  husband  may  be,  stating  that  said  woman’s  con¬ 
tinuance  there  is  desired,  and  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  relative 
who  is  sick.  It  has  been  a  service  attended  with  peculiar  sat¬ 
isfaction,  this  which  has  been  rendered  to  soldiers’  wives  and 
mothers  ;  for  it  is  not  limited  to  food,  and  shelter,  and  home 
kindness  only,  but  it  is  extended  to  the  work  of  aiding  these 
to  find  and  then  minister  to  the  sick  or  missing  whom  they 
seek.  Probably  no  page  of  our  record  more  than  this  from 
the  “Home  for  Wives  and  Mothers  of  Soldiers,” — were  it 
right  to  give  it  in  its  minuter  details, — would  appeal  to  our 
sympathies,  or  tell  of  the  sacrifices  called  for  by  this  war, 
sacrifices  so  sadly  but  willingly  borne.  And  what  is  true  of 
the  record  of  this  one  Home  in  Washington,  is  true  also  of 
the  many  similar  agencies  of  the  Commission  at  the  South 
and  West,  where  those  seeking,  with  woman’s  love,  sick  or 
lost  son  or  husband,  are  tenderly  protected  and  cared  for. 

The  “  Sanitary  Commission  Relief  Couriers,”  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Clark,  are  at  the  railroad  stations  before  the  cars 
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leave  to  help  any  soldiers  who  are  feeble  in  obtaining  their 

,  ‘f®’  (lf  “ot  Provided  beforehand,)  and  in  securing  cora- 

01  table  seats  or  position  in  the  cars.  During  the  nio-ht  they 

attend  to  all  the  wants  of  the  invalid  soldiers  who  mty  be  in 
heir  respective  trains, -not  a  few  of  whom  are  borne  on 
stretchers.  At  each  one  of  the  termini  of  these  routes  waits 

taTe  the"5  n-  f6  ,C°mmissi0n>  With  ambulance  and  aid  to 
take  the  soldiers  to  the  next  station,  or  to  the  Lodo-e  as  the 

case  may  admit.  A  most  valuable  service  have  these  men 

rendered  to  hundreds  of  soldiers  too  feeble  entirely  to  go  on 

lone.  For,  as  has  always  been  the  case,  the  soldier’s  own 

estimate  of  his  strength  as  he  looked  homeward,  or  even 

e  suigeon  s  opinion  yielding  to  importunity,  allowed  very 

many  men  to  leave  the  government  hospital  only  to  remain 

for  a  longer  or  shorter  term  at  some  Home  or  Lodo-e  of  the 

Commission,  or  to  be  thus  supported  by  the  way  The 

records  for  this  quarter  at  Cairo,  Louisville,  Nashville,  Cin- 

.  mat)  Cleveland,  and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  at  the  East 

repeat  this  fact,  and  tell  also  with  gladness  how  strong  and 

warm  a  hand  they  have  severally,  in  the  name  of  the  fathers 

nd  mothers  themselves,  reached  out  tp  these  fainting  men. 

.  n,°rt  er  t0  “eet  the  emergency,  and  to  induce  at  several 
points  along  the  railroads  throughout  the  country  provisions 
additional  to  that  secured  by  our  Couriers,  and  at  points 
where  the  Commission  had  no  Lodges  established,  a  circular 
■  &S  issue  y  the  Special  Relief  Department  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

U'  S-  Sanitary  Commission,  Central  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  May  20,  1865. 


To  -  - - . 

n  t„PblVdegeh  I1 

effi^enoVhonetrCa“SUnr  'hel'e  be  “  peC“Uar  caU  watchfulness  and 
efficiency  on  the  part  of  all  Agents  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  and  of 
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Relief  Organizations,  who  have  taken  in  hand  the  duty  of  meeting  discharged 
men  at  the  various  railroad  stations  on  their  journey  homeward. 

Therefore,  let  additional  Agents  be  in  readiness,  so  that  every  train,  regular 
and  irregular,  may  *be  met,  and  not  a  disabled  soldier  reach  or  pass  your 
station  who  is  not  promptly  greeted  by  an  offer  of  whatever  refreshment  or 
help  he  may  need.  Let  your  supplies  be  abundant,  and  your  watchfulness 
wakeful. 

In  addition,  and  as  supplementary  to  the  regular  “  Sanitary  Commission 
Relief  Couriers,”  who  go  over  the  several  railroads  upon  the  evening  express 
trains  daily  from  Washington,  you  should  have  at  your  place  men  in  readiness, 
with  proper  material  at  hand,  to  accompany  at  shortest  notice  any  soldier  who 
may  be  found  in  the  cars  exhausted  by  his  journey,  and  evidently  too  feeble  to 
travel  further  without  additional  care. 

If  your  station  be  a  point  where  many  soldiers  leave  the  cars  to  scatter  in 
various  directions  for  their  homes,  or  where  they  remain  some  hours — as  is  the 
case  with  many  central  towns  and  large  cities — you  will  find  it  eminently  wise 
to  employ,  for  the  time  being,  menof  energy  and  judgment,  who  shall  be  posted 
near  the  railroad  station,  and  whose  sole  duty  it  shall  be  kindly  to  guard 
these  soldiers  while  there  from  being  robbed,  defrauded,  or  led  astray.  Such 
men  could  likewise  see  that  all  these  soldiers,  who  have  to  go  on  further,  are 
informed  of  the  time  of  leaving  of  their  several  trains,  and  have  tickets  or 
transportation  secured,  and  are  seated  in  the  right  car.  By  these  means  a 
very  valuable  service  may  be  rendered. 

It  is  now  nearly  our  last  opportunity  to  extend  this  kind  of  help  or  protec¬ 
tion  to  our  returning  soldiers,  wounded  in  battle,  and  we  cannot  perform  the 
service  too  promptly  or  too  generously  if  we  would  represent  to  these  soldiers 
the  gratitude  and  the  love  of  the  people. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

FRED.  N.  KNAPP, 

Superintendent  of  Special  Relief  Service. 

This  circular  was  sent  to  the  communities  near  all  principal 
railroad  stations;  and,  as  we  have  assurance,  called  forth  in 
many  instances  timely  and  liberal  care  for  these  returning 
men.  I  refer  to,  and  insert  this  circular  in  my  report,  in 
order  to  give  you  assurance,  by  illustration  in  one  point,  of 
the  thoroughness  and  forethought  with  which  we  have 
quietly  but  earnestly  endeavored,  as  an  essential  province  of 
our  work,  to  seize  upon  every  occasion  for  giving  relief  to 
our  soldiers.  Our  principle  from  the  beginning  has  been  just 
this — to  make  this  Special  Relief  Service  the  exponent,  as  far 
as  was  possible,  of  what  we  hold  the  Sanitary  Commission 
itself  to  be,  viz :  the  presence  of  the  people  with  their 
soldiers  while  away  from  home. 
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Passing  from  Washington,  we  find  “  Augur  General  Hos¬ 
pital,”  at  what  was  formerly  “  Convalescent  Camp,”  and  af¬ 
terward  “Camp  Distribution.”  The  Sanitary  Commission 
has  been  represented  here  by  Miss  Amy  M.  Bradley,  whose 
four  years  of  devoted  service  with  the  soldiers  has  been  so  wise 
and  efficient.  During  this  quarter  many  hundred  soldiers 
have  been  aided  by  her.  She  has  been  at  that  post  both 
Hospital  \  isitor  and  Special  Relief  Agent.  Most  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  admitted  there  were  from  Field  Hospitals,  sick  with 
fever  and  chronic  diarrhoea ;  and  much  suffering  has  been 
saved,  and  many  needs  supplied  through  Miss  Bradley’s 
prompt  and  unwearied  ministrations.  Beside  distribution  of 
other  ordinary  sanitary  supplies,  and  having  charge  chiefly 
of  the  special  diet,  she  has  looked  after  the  papers  and  the 
pay  of  the  discharged  men  at  the  camp,  accompanying  them 
in  person  to  the  Paymaster’s,  or  to  the  Lodge  in  "Washing¬ 
ton,  and  continuing  other  branches  of  work,  as  specitied  in 
previous  reports*. 

We  should  omit  one  valuable  service  rendered  by  Miss 
Bradley  if  we  neglected  to  notice  the  “  Soldiers’  Journal,” 
which  she  started  at  Convalescent  Camp,  and  still  carries  on 
at  Augur  General  Hospital.  It  is  a  weekly  paper,  edited 
under  her  supervision,  and  printed  by  soldiers.  It  is  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  enlisted  men,  contains  all  important  Gen¬ 
eral  Orders  of  the  Y\  ar  Department,  and  such  information  as ' 
instructs  a  soldier  both  in  his  duties  and  his  rights.  This 
little  paper  has  had  a  large  circulation  in  the  army,  and  a 
corresponding  influence  for  good.  The  profits  (amounting 
now  to  some  two  thousand  dollars)  are  to  be  devoted  to  a 
V  Home  for  Children  of  Deceased  Soldiers.” 

At  Alexandria  the  Lodge  which  for  so  long  a  time  has  fur¬ 
nished  a  home  to  so  many  soldiers  needing  aid  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  June.  The  necessity  for  a  Lodge  at  that  post  had 
nearly  ended. 

The  records  of  the  quarter  were  as  follows  : 


Number  admitted .  3,834 

Number  of  lodgings  .  2,721 

Number  of  meals . 9,836 
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The  Home  for  Mothers  and  Wives  of  Soldiers  which  was 
connected  with  the  Lodge  was  well  ordered  and  constantly 
filled  by  those  seeking  for  or  ministering  to  the  sick  in  the 
hospitals  in  and  around  Alexandria. 

The  Lodge  at  Maryland  avenue  has  been  closed,  and  the 
Lodge  at  6th  street  wharf  will  be  closed  on  the  15th  instant. 

At  Portsmouth,  Va.,  the  Lodge,  after  a  long  term  of  quiet 
but  efficient  work,  has  recently  been  closed.  I  regret  that 
the  quarterly  report  of  Mr.  Alcooke,  the  devoted  Superin¬ 
tendent,  has  not  yet  reached  me,  as  I  am  sure  it  would 
contain  evidence  of  much  kindly  aid  rendered. 

So,  also,  has  the  work  ended  at  Annapolis,  Md.  There 
the  Home  for  Soldiers’  wives  and  Mothers  for  many  months 
had  given  a  rare  measure  of  comfort  to  those  seeking, 
among  the  returned  prisoners  especially,  their  husbands 
and  sons.  Many  sad  and  touching  incidents  are  recorded 
in  the  books  of  that  “Home.”  % 

At  Baltimore,  Md.,  there  has  been  most  valuable  service 
rendered  at  the  Home.  As  some  question  has  arisen 
concerning  the  necessity  of  longer  continuance  of  our  Spe¬ 
cial  Relief  work  at  the  point,  I  insert  here  the  report  of  Mr. 
J.  B.  Abbott  upon  the  subject,  just  handed  to  me  : 

“  Special  Relief  ”  Office,  389  H  Street, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  July  1,  1865. 

“  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  visited 
Baltimore  and  investigated  the  working  of  the  Soldiers’ 
Home,  its  management,  and  the  necessity  of  continuing  it. 

%  ^  ^  ^  >f:  >jc 

It  is  still  accomplishing  an  important  work,  and  the  want  of 
such  an  institution  is  not  less  now  than  the  day  it  was 
established.  The  working  of  the  Home  is  carried  on  as 
economically  as  a  proper  provision  for  the  wants  of  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  who  stop  there  would  admit.  I  see 
no  good  reason  for  diminishing  the  supplies  of  the  Home, 
or  changing  its  general  management. 

“I  believe  the  Superintendent  is  an  honest,  prudent,  and 
good  man,  and  that  his  heart  is  in  the  work  he  is  doing; 


* 
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and  that  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  man  that  would  manage 
the  Home  better  in  all  respects  than  he  does.”  *  *  * 

For  the  last  five  or  six  months  Mr.  Hastings  has  also  taken 
charge  of  the  ambulance,  running  to  the  railroad  stations 
and  steamboat  landings  to  look  after  the  sick  and  wounded 
arriving,  to  see  that  they  are  properly  taken  care  of.”  *  * 

“lam  well  satisfied  with  the  operations  of  the  Home  and 
its  management,  and  of  the  necessity  for  (continuing  it.  *  * 

At  Philadelphia  a  large  and  well  arranged  Home  or  Lodge 
was  erected  a  few  months  since,  and,  although  its  doo'rs 
were  opened  so  late  in  the  war,  it  is  performing  an  admirable 
service  upon  a  generous  scale.  This  is  a  statement  based 
merely  upon  my  own  observation,  and  upon  what  I  have 
heard  from  persons  who  have  seen  its  efficient  working.  Ho 
reports  from  the  Lodge  in  Philadelphia  have  yet  come  to  this 
Office.  At  Philadelphia  there  is  also  quite  a  large  amount  of 
Special  Relief  Service  performed,  not  connected  with  the 
Lodge  or  Rest,  but  similar  to  that  of  our  Special  Relief  Of¬ 
fice  at  Washington;  a  devoted  worker  is  in  charge  of  it. 
and  it  would  add  much  to  the  interest  and  completeness  of 
this  report  had  its  records  been  transmitted. 

At  Hew  York  City  the  Special  Relief  Service  performed 
by  the  Sanitary  Commission  has  been  embraced  with  the 
general  work  of  the  Hew  York  Agency,  under  direction  of 
the  Standing  Committee,  additional  to  whatever  individual 
relief  may  have  been  rendered  by  the  “  Woman’s  Central 
A.  R.  A.  at  the  Cooper  Institute.  The  only  work  fhere, 
immediately  under  the  direction  of  this  Special  Relief 
Department,  has  been  that  performed  by  our  hospital-car 
couriers  with  their  ambulance,  waiting  the  arrival  of  each 
Washington  train  at  Jersey  City  ferry— -this  is  covered  by 
the  records  of  the  Home  at  Washington,  inasmuch  as  the 
car-couriers  start  from  and  report  there.  The  “  Lincoln 
Home  in  Hew  lork,  which  is  doing  such  a  beneficent 
woik  for  disabled  soldiers,  unable  to  provide  for  themselves, 
though  not  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  is  intimately  connected  with  the  Special  Relief 


Service  of  the  Commission.  The  report  of  its  first  six 
months’  labors  is  looked  for  by  the  Commission  and  the 
public  with  great  interest.  It  has  been  trying  an  experiment 
in  a  new  field,  with  most  important  results,  and  its  records 
will  be  studied  by  all  persons  who  may  hereafter,  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  country,  undertake  to  establish  similar 
institutions. 

Passing  to  Hartford,  Ct.,  we  find  there  a  Sanitary  Lodge 
which  was  started  about  three  months  since,  and  which  has 
been  useful  far  beyond  the  expectation  even  of  the  earnest 
women  who  were  interested  in  it.  The  following  is  its  re¬ 
port,  inserted  here  in  full,  because  it  illustrates  admirably 

« 

the  character  and  work  of  a  number  of  similar  Relief  Sta¬ 
tions,  (not  here  separately  noticed,  as  their  reports  for  the 
quarter  have  not  yet  been  received,)  commenced  so  late  in 
the  day  that  many  persons  saw  no  necessity  for  opening 
them. 


REPORT  OF  HARTFORD  SOLDIERS’  REST. 

“The  ‘Hartford  Soldiers’  Rest’  was  opened  May  1,  1865, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Sanitary  Association,  and  has  proved 
most  successful  in  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended — that 
of  furnishing  a  temporary  home  for  disabled  and  invalid 
soldiers,  and  also  as  an  attractive  place  of  resort  for  the 
members  of  our  returning  regiments,  most  of  which  are  de¬ 
tained  here  a  number  of  days  for  pay  and  settlement.* 

“  The  Superintendent,  Mr.  Sizer,  is  a  man  whose  previous 
experience  and  warm-hearted  patriotism  eminently  fit  him 
for  the  situation.  His  unwearied  labors  for  the  comfort  of 
all  committed  to  his  care,  his  energy  and  thoroughness  in 
seeking  out  and  investigating  cases  of  want  and  destitution 
among  the  returning  soldiers,  following  them  with  his  sym¬ 
pathy  and  shielding  them  from  imposition  and  temptation, 
indicate  a  true  and  heart-felt  devotion  to  his  work  which 
merits  our  gratitude  and  respect.  Appended  are  extracts 
from  his  journal  which  will  give  you  an  idea  of  his  duties. 
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44  The  Relief  Service  at  the  hospital  cars  forms  an  inter¬ 
esting  feature  of  our  work.  An  average  of  forty  rations 
per  day,  consisting  of  sandwiches,  fruits,  pickles,  lemonade, 
cordials,  &c.,  has  been  given  out  since  the  opening  of  the 
Rest,  by  Mr.  Sizer  and  his  Assistant  in  person  to  the  soldiers 
in  the  hospital  cars,  two  of  which,  containing  sick  and  dis¬ 
abled  men,  pass  through  this  city  en  route  for  Boston  daily. 
44 4  God  bless  the  Sanitary  Commission,*  I’ve  seen  you 
before  down  at  the  front !  ’ — is  often  the  response  upon  the 
reception  of  this  refreshment,  so  grateful  to  the  sick  and 
weary  men. 

44  The  whole  number  of  soldiers  admitted  to  the  Rest 
is  four  hundred  and  ten.  Two  thousand  and  seventy  meals 
have  been  given,  and  six  hundred  and  forty-two  lodgings. 
Soldiers  have  also  been  assisted  by  transportation,  and  the 
Commission  has  distributed  clothing  to  the  needy  in  many 
instances. 

44  The  managers  feel  satisfied  that  the  money  expended 
for  the  support  of  the  Rest  would  have  been  well  appro¬ 
priated  if  only  for  the  moral  influence  the  place  exerts  as  a 
refuge  for  these  men  who  are  strangers,  thrown  upon  the 
city  without  the  restraints  of  home  or  society,  and  exposed 
to  such  influences  as  makes  it  more  a  matter  of  surprise 
than  otherwise  that  so  many  escape  utter  demoralization. 

“  SAEAH  WOODBRXDGE, 

“Asst.  Sec.  Hartford  Sanitary  Association.” 

EXTRACTS  FROM  JOURNAL  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  44  THE  HART¬ 
FORD  SOLDIERS’  REST.” 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

44  Our  sitting  room  has  been  made  attractive  to  soldiers 
who  are  waiting  at  this  post  for  muster-out  and  pay ;  and 
the  many  who  would  otherwise  resort  to  saloons  and  bar¬ 
rooms  have  found  a  pleasant  welcome  to  the  social  games, 
the  books,  and  the  daily  papers.” 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

44  For  many  weeks  after  the  Rest  was  opened  there  was 
no  hospital  at  44  Camp  Depot,”  (the  Military  Post,)  and  we 
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took  charge  of  the  poor  boys  that  were  sick,  furnishing 
medical  attendance  until  they  recovered  and  went  away  re¬ 
joicing  in  the  Sanitary  Commission.” 


* 


* 


* 


“Many  soldiers  when  paid  off  come  to  us  with  their 
money,  and  say  they  have  no  friends,  and  do  not  dare  to 
keep  their  money  about  them,  and  wish  it  kept  for  them 
until  they  are  ready  to  go  home.  We  have  had  over  $1,000 
at  one  time  in  small  sums  belonging  to  soldiers.” 

^  Jjf 

“A  soldier  came  in  just  at  dark;  he  says  ‘Count  that 
package  of  bills — the  package  is  marked  200,  and  was  paid 
to  me  for  $200.’  We  open  it  and  can  only  make  $125.  We 
find  he  was  nearly  the  last  man  paid  off,  so  we  go  with  him 
to  the  Paymaster  and  succeed  in  making  clear  the  case — an 
unintentional  mistake — and  the  additional  $75  is  paid  to  the 
soldier.” 

vU  >1/ 

'I' 


“  The  Claim  Agency  in  connection  with  the  Rest  is  in 
charge  of  Capt.  R.  W.  Roberts,  an  earnest  worker  for  the  good 
of  the  soldier.  He  has  no  limit  to  office  hours,  but  is  always 
at  his  post,  aiding  early  and  late  those  who  have  claims 
to  work  up  or  the  many  who  have  been  defrauded  by  lawyers 
or  claim  agents,  in  which  case  he  often  gets  a  return  of 
money  and  papers ;  or  when  the  soldier  has  been  charged 
too  much  he  gets  a  return  of  all  over  what  is  found  to  be 
right — in  this  and  many  other  ways  he  is  always  doing  some¬ 
thing  for  the  soldiers.” 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  Boston,  Mass.,  the  Special  Relief  Service  is  still  con¬ 
ducted  with  that  wise  system  and  thoroughness  which  were 
early  stamped  upon  it,  and  which  has  made  if  an  example  to 
be  copied  at  many  of  our  Homes  and  Lodges.  The  following 
extracts  are  taken  from  the  Quarterly  Report  by  James  M. 
Barnard,  Esq.,  Ch.  Ex.  Com.  Boston  Associates  U.  S.  Sani¬ 
tary  Commission: 
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“aid  rendered. 

Furnished  transportation  at  Government  rates . 

Furnished  transportation  paid  by  Commission . 

Furnished  transportation  by  U.  S.  Quartermaster.. 

Furnished  carriage  within  the  city . 

Furnished  special  attendance  to  their  homes . 

Furnished  lodging . 

Furnished  meals . . 

Furnished  clothing . . . 

Furnished  aid  in  arranging  papers . 

Furnished  aid  in  obtaining  pay . 

Furnished  medical  advice. . 

Wounds  dressed . . . 

Loaned  money . 

Gave  money . 

Sent  to  hospital . . . ; . 

Referred  to  Local  Relief  Associations . 

Amount  of  pay  collected . 

Furnished  transportation  by  hospital  cars . 

Number  of  Soldiers  aided . 

Daily  average  . 


3.850 

81 

12 

811 

3 

6,283 

7,051 

139 

94 

104 

443 

377 

121 

23 

22 

35 

$2,099  85 
4,314 

12,779 

140.13-30 


“Of  the  whole  number  that  have  received  aid  at  our 
belief  Rooms,  amounting*  to  8,465,  as  distinct  from  the 
‘Hospital  Car  Service,’  Maine  has  furnished  2,317;  Hew 
Hampshire,  286  ;  Vermont,  19;  Massachusetts,  4,396  ;  Con¬ 
necticut,  45;  Rhode  Island,  18;  Hew  York,  117;  Hew 
Jersey,  4;  Pennsylvania,  22;  Maryland,  7;  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia,  15;  Delaware  2 ;  Ohio,  12;  Michigan,  17  ;  Indiana, 
3;  Illinois,  8 ;  Iowa,  3 ;  Minnesota,  9;  Wisconsin,!;  Ten¬ 
nessee,  2;  California,  10;  Louisiana,  10;  Alabama,  4;  Geor¬ 
gia,  3;  Kentucky,  Kansas,  Horth  Carolina,  Virginia,  Arkansas, 
and  rebel  army,  one  each ;  U.  S.  Regulars,  265;  U.  S.  Havy, 
430 ;  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  381.  *  *  * 


Transportation  has  been  furnished  by  orders  issued  upon  respec¬ 
tive  railroads,  to . 

Transportation  procured  from  U.  S.  Quartermaster . 


Transportation  by  hospital  cars  between  New  York 

been  furnished  to . . . 

Cost  of  Hospital  Gar  Service  . 

Average  cost  per  man  . 

*  v  *  *  *  * 


and  Boston  has 


.  4,314 

. .  $408  18 

. .  lO^  cts. 

*  * 
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u  The  total  expenditure  for  the  quarter  has  been  $8,197  19r 
classified  as  follows : 


Rent  and  taxes .  $225  00 

Furnishing  and  repairs . . .  214  58 

Salaries . . - .  1,040  01 

Traveling  expenses .  5  00 

Advertising . 78  84 

Stationery  and  printing .  164  01 

Hospital  stores .  19  95 

*Superintendent’s  expense  account . • .  6,025  58 

Miscellaneous . 16  04 

Hospital  Car  Service . . , .  408  18 

Money  loaned  and  given .  325  89 

Postage .  IT  50 

Sundries .  160  01 

Whole  number  of  men  aided .  . *  .  12,779 

Whole  expenditure .  $8,187  19 

Average  cost  per  man .  64.1-T  cts. 

Number  of  soldiers  furnished  with  meals .  7,057 

Number  of  meals  furnished .  15,946 

Average  No.  meals  per  man . . . 

Amount  paid  for  meals .  $6,077  22. 

Average  cost  per  meal .  38J  cts. 

Number  of  orders  issued  for  transportation  at  Government  rates...  3,850 

Aggregate  miles  of  distance .  .  279,533. 

Resulting  in  a  saving  to  the  soldier  of .  $2,975  12 

Amount  of  money  loaned  and  given . . .  $325  89 

Number  of  recipients .  144 

Average  amount  to  each..’. . $2  26 

Amount  returned .  75  67 

Average  amount  returned . 13  34 

Number  furnished  with  clothing .  139 

Number  of  garments  furnished .  347 

Average  per  man .  2.3-13 

Ov  xU  O-  vj/  >1/ 


*  Classification  of  Superintendent's  expense  account: 


Transportation .  $193  17 

Traveling  expenses .  2  00 

Meals . 6,077  22 

Furniture . 4  05 

Fuel .  30  49 

Washing . 263  13 

Salaries.... . . .  98  00 


I  here  insert  the  report  of  the  Special  Relief  work  at 
Harrisburg,  Penn. : 

“Sick  Soldiers’  Rest,” 

Harrisburg,  July  1,  1865. 

F.  N.  Knapp,  Gen’l  Sup’t  Special  Relief  Service, 

U.  S.  San.  Com.,  Washington,  D.  C., 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  instructions  a  statement  concerning 
our  work  at  the  “  Sick  Soldiers’  Rest  ”  in  this  city  is  respect¬ 
fully  submitted : 

This  miniature  hospital  was  opened  under  the  auspices  of 
the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  on  the  28th  of  March  last, 
and  has  consequently  been  in  operation  a  little  over  three 
months. 

During  this  period  we  have  received  and  cared  for  as  best 
we  could,  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  (448)  men,  fourteen 
(14)  women,  and  three  (3)  children.  Two  thousand  live 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  (2,568)  meals  have  been  furnished, 
and  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  (848)  lodgings. 

Of  these  men  more  than  two  thirds  have  had  wounds 
dressed  or  medical  aid  rendered,  the  remainder  requiring 
rest,  food,  and  cleansing  only.  Those  who  were  sick 
have  been  examined  and  prescribed  for  by  able  physicians 
in  civil  practice,  whose  services  I  have  procured.  Dr.  Ru¬ 
therford,  Sen.,  has  made  about  seventy-five  (T5)  visits  to 
the  Rest,  and  often  been  consulted  at  his  office.  He  has 
faithfully  attended  upon  all  the  more  serious  cases,  while 
other  excellent  physicians  have  rendered  important  services 
gratuitously,  both  at  the  Rest  and  at  their  respective  offices. 

^  >$:  >K  ^  % 

The  diseases  with  which  we  had  to  deal  have  been  diar¬ 
rhoea,  typhoid  fever,  pneumonia,  measles,  and  consumption. 
One  other  disease,  not  named  by  the  doctors,  has  pre¬ 
vailed  to  a  most  alarming  extent,  and  we  have  prescribed 
♦  for  at  our  own  responsibility:  I  call  it  “chronic  hydro¬ 
phobia,”  but  have  used  no  other  remedy  than  soap  and 
water,  yet  with  entire  success.  *  * 

There  have  been  some  very  sick  men  here.  There  have 
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been  six  deaths  at  the  Rest  during  25  days,  and  all  from 
chronic  diarrhoea.  *  *  *  Each  of  these  patients  was 

pronounced  past  hope  of  recovery  when  brought  here,  and 
all  were  too  far  gone  to  be  removed  to  the  Post  Hospital,  a 
mile  and  a  half  distant.  Many  more  recent  cases  were 
cured,  or  the  patient  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  go  on 
•  to  his  home. 

Our  effective  force  at  the  Rest  has  consisted  of  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Nurse,  and  Matron.  The  Superintendent  has  served 
as  assistant  in  all  work  ;  the  Steward  as  nurse  and  wound- 
dresser  in  one  person,  and  the  Matron  has  served  as  cook 
and  general  house-keeper. 

Since  we  opened  there  has  been  but  one  entire  night  of 
quiet  repose  within  our  walls,  and  on  that  night  only  h^ive 
the  Superintendent  and  Nurse  been  able  to  take  off  their 
clothes.  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  Nurse  has  often  been  on  his  feet  twenty  of  the 
twenty-four  hours,  performing  the  most  exhausting  labors 
with  great  tact  and  patience.  If  it  be  asked  why  Jacob 
Zarker  is  not  dead,  I  can  only  answer — I  don’t  know!  *  * 

This  man’s  services  here  are  above  praise. 

None  but  the  experienced  nurse  or  bed-side  attendant 
can  have  an  adequate  idea  of  the  effects  consequent  upon  a 
faithful  care  and  handling  of  patients  received  in  such  ter¬ 
rible  condition  as  we  have  had  them,  in  small  numbers, 
perpetually — especially  as  we  had  but  a  small  building  and 
few  of  the  appliances  of  a  regular  hospital  :  the  feeding, 
lodging,  and  general  care  of  a  regiment,  capable  of  helping 
themselves,  is  easy,  compared  with  this. 

Our  little  hospital,  refuge,  asylum,  “  Rest,5’  or  whatever 
it  may  be  called,  was  erected  some  three  years  ago  by  two 
benevolent  gentlemen  of  this  city,  John  B.  Simon  and  Eby 
Byers,  as  a  lodge  and  place  of  refreshment  for  soldiers 
in  transitu  to  or  from  the  army,  who  might  require 
repose  for  a  day  or  two  only.  It  was  not  designed  as  a  place 
for  very  sick  persons  or  others  to  remain  for  any  consider¬ 
able  length  of  time.  Since  it  was  made  over  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  we  have  used  it  as  circumstances  and  unforeseen 
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events  have  compelled  us  to.  We  have  admitted  to  it,  at  all 
hours  of  day  and  night,  any  who  needed  care.  *  * 

The  building,  located  close  to  the  railroad  station,  con¬ 
tains  four  apartments,  (one  of  which  I  added,  according  to 
your  approval,  only  five  weeks  ago;)  an  entry  5x16  feet,  dining- 
100m  16x16,  kitchen  12x12,  sick  room,  and  lodging  room 
21x22  ;  walls  10  feet,  with  ventilators  through  the  ceiling, 
and  all  but  kitchen  papered  and  carpeted,  and  presenting 
quite  a  homelike  appearance.  The  hydrant  water  is  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  dining-room;  and  all  parts  but  the  kitchen 
are  well  lighted  with  gas.*  *  *  *  The  building  through¬ 

out,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  has  been  kept  most  scrupu¬ 
lously  clean — more  especially  the  beds  and  bedding _ and 

to  keep  the  vermin  of  all  descriptions  under  control  has 
been  no  small  task. 

Our  table  has  always  been  laid  with  clean,  snow-white 
cloths,  clean  dishes,  and  well-scoured  knives  and  forks. 
The  food  has  been  uniformly  good,  sufficient  in  variety,  and 
the  cooking  excellent.  ***** 

We  have  dispensed  but  a  small  quantity  of  clothing  or 
articles  of  any  kind  to  be  used  outside  of  the  Rest.  The 
amount  is  about  as  follows:  88  shirts,  38  prs.  drawers,  24 
prs.  socks,  22  prs.  slippers,  6  blouses,  6  prs.  pants,  74  pocket 
handkerchiefs,  15  prs.  crutches,  also  brushes,  combs,  tobacco, 
&c.  Fi\  e  applications  have  been  denied  where  one  has  been 
granted,  and  this  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  a  perver¬ 
sion  of  the  funds  to  furnish  clothing  to  men  in  health, 
within  a  few  hours  ride  of  home,  and  within  a  few  days 
time  of  being  paid  money  due  them,  and  upon  the  receipt 
of  which  they  would  be  sure  to  throw  aside  Sanitary  cloth- 
iug  foi  that  which  is  more  costly.  This  denial,  however, 
has  brought  not  a  few  denunciations  upon  my  head,  and 
charges  of  being  64  un-sanitary  ”  in  my  dealings  with  the 
soldiers.  And  I  dare  say  those  men  go  to  their  homes  tell- 

Special  thanks  are  due  to  VIessrs.  bimon  and  Byers  for  tlieir  generous  gift 
of  the  use  of  this  building,  with  most  of  its  furniture.  They  were  offered 
one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  for  the  rent  of  it  for  a  lager  beer  saloon  and 
clothing  store,  for  a  shorter  period  than  we  hare  occupied  it.” 


ing  the  people  how  toe  an  the  Sanitary  Commission  is,  and 
that  it  never  did  any  good. 

We  have  furnished  squads  of  men  in  the  cars  with  crackers, 
coffee,  and  chocolate  ;  have  fed  a  few  hungry  rebels ;  helped 
multitudes  of  Union  soldiers  in  getting  transportation,  back¬ 
pay,  pensions,  &c.,  by  putting  them  on  the  right  track;  written 
many  letters ;  run  daily  to  the  Provost  Marshal,  Quarter¬ 
master,  mustering-out  officer,  ticket  officer,  &c. ;  and  of 
these  small  matters,  taking  up  a  great  amount  of  time,  I 
have  made  no  record  nor  kept  any  account.  *  *  * 

We  have  sent  special  attendants  with  a  number  of  persons 
who  were  unable  to  take  care  of  themselves — two  to  Pitts¬ 
burg,  two  to  Michigan,  one  to  Elmira,  one  to  Rochester,  and 
others  to  points  on  the  railroad  many  miles  west. 

Of  the  six  persons  who  died  at  the  Rest,  four  were 
decently  buried  in  the  city  cemetery  and  two  were  taken 
home  by  friends.  Government  coffins  were  furnished  for 
all.  We  have  sent  about  fifty  men  to  the  general  hospital, 
The  register  will  give  all  statistics  desired.  *  *  *  * 

Our  first  patient  was  John  — — ,  a  young  man  20  years  old* 
from  the  West,  whose  leg  was  crushed  under  the  cars  near 
Harrisburg  as  he  was  returning  to  ljis  regiment,  having  re¬ 
enlisted.  He  was  brought  in  on  the  night  before  we  were 
ready  to  open,  and,  Dr.  Rutherford  being  called  on,  ampu¬ 
tation  was  performed — and  thus  we  were  inaugurated. 
John’s  blood  was  bad  through  dissipation,  and  his  wound 
would  not  heal.  He  was  nigh  unto  death  for  a  long  time, 
and  it  was  27  days  before  he  could  even  be  sent  to  the  hos¬ 
pital.  His  wound  has  so  far  healed  that  he  returned  horde 
about  ten  days  ago.  His  disposition  and  temper  were  ex¬ 
ceedingly  bad,  and,  being  as  helpless  as  an  infant  for  a  long 
time,  he  gave  us  a  world  of  trouble. 

One  Sunday  morning  we  received  notice  that  a  soldier 
was  lying  nearly  dead  in  the  canal,  half  a  mile  above  the 
Rest.  The  Steward  and  myself  took  a  stretcher  and  has¬ 
tened  to  the  spot.  He  had  been  knocked  down  and  robbed 
at  ten  o’clock  the  night  previous.  He  was  so  badly  injured 
•  that  the  least  motion  caused  him  intense  pain.  We  lifted 
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him  over  the  embankment  six  feet  high,  got  him  upon  the 
stretcher,  and  brought  him  to  the  Rest.  We  nursed  and 
handled  him  as  if  he  had  been  an  infant  for  three  weeks, 
then  got  nim  upon  his  crutches,  and,  after  29  days,  sent  him 
home. 

On  the  14th  of  June  J.  R.,  a  large,  athletic  man,  35  years 
old,  was  brought  to  the  Rest  about  six  in  the  evening,  having 
just  been  paid  and  discharged  and  enticed  into  a  genteel 
rum-den  and  drugged  with  poisoned  liquor.  Circumstances 
which  I  have  not  room  to  detail  prevented  the  intended 
robbery,  and  utter  stupefaction  or  death  intended.  His  agony 
was  most  heart-rending  for  14  hours  ;  but  in  eight  hours 
more  we  succeeded  in  getting  him  into  a  condition  that  a 
special  attendant  could  take  him  honcre,  a  distance  of  150 
miles  west. 

But  the  details  of  individual  cases,  even  in  the  little  Rest 
in  Harrisburg,  would  require  a  volume.  About  fifty  men 
have  been  brought  in  on  stretchers  or  in  the  arms  of  others. 
Many  of  these  seemed  ready  to  die,  whom  from  one  to  ten 
days  careful  nursing  restored.  Essential  relief,  aid,  and 

comfort  have  been  rendered  to  hundreds  who  were  real 
sufferers. 

Impostors  have  continually  beset  us,  but  with  very  little 
success.  Many  have  demanded  of  me  their  transportation, 
saying  that  the  Sanitary  Commission  had  helped  them  to 
this  place  and  commended  them  to  me.  This  may  some¬ 
times  have  been  true,  and  in  some  instances  it  was  true, 
and  yet  I  denied  them  on  finding  them  impostors. 

My  great  fort — or  perhaps  I  ought  to  say  weak  point — is 
the  opinion  that  by  talking  with  and  cross-examining  an 
applicant  ten  minutes,  I  can,  in  19  cases  out  of  20,  tell 
whether  he  lies  or  speaks  the  truth ;  and,  contrary  to  some 
notions  of  true  benevolence,  I  fancy  that  it  is  almost  as  good 
a  deed  to  detect  and  expose  an  impostor  and  prevent  his 
success  as  to  relieve  a  case  of  real  suffering. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  •  w  h.  HADLEy, 

Sup’t  “  Sick  Soldiers’  Rest.” 
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HOMES  AND  LODGES  OF  THE  WEST. 


Concerning  the  present  condition  of  the  Homes  and 
Lodges  of  the  West  I  intended  to  have  spoken  from  my  own 
observation,  as  well  as  from  the  official  records.  Three  several 
times  I  essayed  to  go  there  within  these  three  last  months,  and 
as  many  times  have  I  been  prevented  by  conditions  not  under 
my  control.  I  felt  that  I  had  a  right  myself  to  be  refreshed 
by  noting  the  admirable  working  and  full-grown  strength  of 
those  Lodges,  some  of  which  I,  with  Mr.  Olmsted,  saw  when 
they  were  but  in  their  infancy.  And  I  felt,  too,  that  it  was 
due  to  Dr.  Hewberry  if  he  desired  it,  as  he  so  cordially  did, 
that  I  should  go  there  and  inspect  thus  much  of  the  work  of 
his  strong  and  most  faithful  hand.  I  make  this  note  in 
order  to  say  how  much  I  regret  being  obliged  to  give  up 
what  would  have  been  so  obviously  a  duty  and  a  pleasure 
combined. 

But  of  the  continued  success  of  the  Homes  and  Lodges  at 
the  West  our  monthly  reports  testify.  In  some  of  these  the 
call  for  service  has  diminished  during  the  past  few  weeks, 
in  others  it  has  increased.  I  am  unable  to  form  any  accu¬ 
rate  estimate  of  the  probable  call  for  the  continuance  of 
these  several  Homes  ;  though  it  would  be  my  opinion  that 
for  some  two  or  three  months  to  come  a  number  of  them 
would  necessarily  be  kept  open. 

Before  presenting  certain  of  the  statistics  of  these  Homes, 
allow  me  to  place  before  you  the  following  extracts  from 
reports  (some  of  which  have  appeared  in  the  Bulletin  and 
Reporter)  which  will  illustrate  the  measure  and  the  kind  of 
work  done  there.  It  is  evident,  let  me  say,  that  many  of 
the  Western  Homes  have  had  a  much  longer  opportunity 
than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  other  Homes  and  Lodges  of 
the  Commission  for  ministering  to  the  manifold  wants  of  the 
returned  Union  Prisoners  as  they  came  from  the  murderous 
prison-pens  and  dungeons  of  the  South.  The  testimony  of 
the  men  themselves  and  of  their  ever  grateful  kindred  is, 
that  our  Western  Homes  received  them  almost  with  the 


tenderness  and  warmth  which  it  is  supposed  only  a  mother’s 
heart  could  give  to  long  lost  children. 

,  Captain  Brayton,  the  efficient  Superintendent  at  Jvash- 
ville,  writes  as  follows.— (It  will  be  recollected  that  at  this 
Home,  during  the  year  1864,  between  seventy  and  eighty 
thousand  lodgings  were  given,  and  over  two  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  meals  prepared ;  and  the  same  work  has  continued.)— 
*  “  The  men  come  in  at  all  hours  of  the  day 

and  night.  When  their  names  are  registered,  their  papers 
are  taken  and  sent  at  certain  hours  to  the  Quartermaster  for 
transportation,  while  the  soldiers  eat,  sleep,  or  rest.  .An 
hour  before  car-time  the  sick  or  wounded  are  carried  in  am¬ 
bulances  to  the  train,  assisted  on  board,  and  their  transport¬ 
ation  exchanged  for  tickets.  This  system  has  saved  much 
delay  and  perplexity  to  the  men.  Before  its  adoption  it  was 
■not  uncommon  for  soldiers  to  remain  several  days  seeking 
transportation.  Many  of  the  number  admitted  have  been 
wounded  or  sick.  The  wound-dressers,  with  soap,  water, 
sponges,  bandages,  and  cerate,  were  always  ready  to  receive 
the  wounded  and  relieve  their  pain  by  fresh  dressing,  while 
the  nurses  received  the  sick  and  prepared  them  by  anodynes, 
cordials,  and  nourishing  food  for  their  further  journey. 

“  Generally  the  sick  and  wounded  are  sent  forward  after  a 
day  of  rest,  but  it  is  not  uncommon  for  men  to  be  so  ex¬ 
hausted  on  arriving  here  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  send 
them  to  a  hospital  to  recruit.  Such  could  not  remain  loim- 
at  the  Home,  as  the  house  would  soon  be  filled,  and  the 
weary  traveller  find  no  place  of  rest. 

.  “  For  the  sick  ancl  wounded  the  Sanitary  Commission  pro¬ 
vides  medicines  and  restoratives  without  stint,  with  every 
conceivable  article  of  nourishment  that  the  market  or  the 
canning  system  can  produce. 

“Besides  bandages,  lint,  rags,  soap,  towels,  arm-slings, 
crutches,  &c.,  I  have  been  supplied  with  every  article  of 
clothing  worn  by  soldiers,  to  be  furnished  them  when,  as 
often  happens  after  a  battle,  they  are  compelled  to  travel 
wi  out  their  desciiptive  lists,  on  which  they  draw  from  the 
Government.  The  sufferers  have  thus  been  saved  many 
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thousands  of  dollars,  by  moderate  issues  from  this  Home, 
while  the  promotion  of  health  and  comfort  has  been  beyond 
estimate. 

“  Among  our  suffering  visitors  we  have  cases  that  excite 
our  sympathies  and  touch  the  heart  with  a  painful  force. 
Fathers  and  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and  brothers,  come  in 
numbers  from  the  Horth,  seeking  their  sick,  wounded,  or 
lost  ones.  Some  are  without  means.  Others  find  their  mo¬ 
ney  nearly  expended  before  their  object  is  accomplished,  and 
come  to  the  Home  for  advice  and  assistance.  They  are  never 
turned  away  empty.  Every  assistance  is  afforded  them  that 
our  house  or  knowledge  of  passing  events  and  our  means 
can  afford.  Some  find  their  friends  at  the  home.  Others 
are  aided  to  find  them  in  hospitals  or  camps.  Some,  alas ! 
find  them  recorded  with  the  dead,  and  return  broken-hearted 
to  desolate  homes. 

“Many  of  those  have  been  females  who  had  wandered 
through  the  city  in  quest  of  a  shelter  half  the  night  before 
coming  to  the  Home,  either  because  they  had  not  heard  of 
our  house,  or  because  an  impression  had  gone  out  that 
we  could  not  entertain  females,  because  of  the  great  rush 
of  soldiers.  Yet  we  never  turned  a  soldier’s  relative  away 
who  came  on  an  errand  of  inquiry.  Recently  we  have  ap¬ 
propriated  additional  room,  and  employed  a  matron  of  ex¬ 
perience  to  give  special  attention  to  the  comfort  of  females. 
This  plan  is  working  admirably,  and  daily  relief  and  comfort 
is  afforded  to  many  under  circumstances  that  abundantly 
reward  all  who  participate  in  the  work.  *  * 

“  A  young  man  came  from  the  army  to  the  Home  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  stage  of  dropsy.  His  paroxysms  of  pain  at  intervals 
were  dreadful.  Soon  a  telegram  came  from  his  father,  in¬ 
quiring  for  the  son.  He  was  answered  :  “  Come  quickly,  if 
you  would  see  him  alive.”  He  arrived  the  next  day,  near 
night,  and  spent  an  hour  with  his  son,  (who  was  singularly 
comfortable  between  his  paroxysms.)  when  he  breathed  out 
his  life  on  his  father’s  bosom.  All  needed  assistance  was 
rendered  in  burying  the  son,  but  the  parent’s  agony  was  car¬ 
ried  home. 
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A.  slender  female  came  from  Wisconsin.  She  received  a 
letter  saying  her  husband,  at  the  front,  had  received  a  fur¬ 
lough,  and,  though  very  low  with  chronic  diarrhoea,  was 
about  to  make  the  dangerous  experiment  of  going  home. 
She  thought  of  it  a  few  days,  but  the  picture  of  his  suffer¬ 
ings  along  the  line  of  travel  prevented  sleep,  and  she  deter¬ 
mined  to  fly  to  his  rescue.  After  traversing  a  part  of  five 
States,  she  arrived  at  Nashville,  a  stranger  and  alone.  Step¬ 
ping  on  to  the  platform,  true  to  her  one  object,  she  inquired 
in  a  crowd  for  her  husband.  No  one  knew  him.  At  length 
a  young  man  said  to  her :  “  I  have  just  come  from  the  Chat¬ 
tanooga  depot,  where  I  saw  a  soldier  too  weak  to  stand  taken 
from  a  cai  and  laid  on  the  platform.”  “That  may  be  my 
husband.  I  will  go  to  him/’  she  replied.  Directed  by  the 
young  man,  she  crossed  the  city  to  the  depot.  On  turning 
the  corner  near  the  platform  she  saw  a  form  wrapped  in  a 
blanket.  Hastening  her  step,  she  turned  back  the  folds,  and 
found  her  loved  one.  Regardless  of  the  crowd,  she  sat  down, 
laid  his  weary  head  in  her  lap,  and  spoke  to  him  as  no  other 
could,  of  love,  hope,  home,  and  their  dear  child.  They  were 
brought  to  the  uITome”  of  the  Commission.  He  was  laid  on  a 
clean  cot,  and  another  placed  near  for  her;  but  she  took  a 
kneeling  position  beside  him,  and  kept  it  almost  constantly 
day  and  night.  With  her  affectionate  attention,  and  the  use 
of  cordials,  he  was  greatly  revived  for  a  few  hours. 

The  pleasure  of  looking  upon  the  happy,  and  truly  hand¬ 
some  couple,  compensated  us  for  any  amount  of  attention 
we  had  bestowed  on  them,  and  upon  others  for  months.  It 
was,,  however,  too  late.  Two  days  after,  while  kneeling  close 
to  him  and  whispering  words  of  affection,  he  suddenly  put 
his  arm  around  her  neck,  and,  kissing  her  feebly,  said:  “I 
shall  never  see  our  child.”  The  breath  passed  with  the 
voice,  and  he  was  dead.  She  was  taken  by  surprise.  Sin  h 
mental  and  physical  agony  I  have  never  witnessed.  The 
body  was  embalmed,  and  the-  sorrowing  widow  took  her 
lonely  way  home  with  the  precious  remains.  *  *  * 

I  could  relate  numerous  other  instances  of  almost  equal 
interest  that  have  occurred  at  the  Home  and  at  hospital 
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while  the  soldiers’  sorrowing  friends  were  stopping  with  ug.; 
but  it  would  all  fail  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  calls 
made  upon  us  for  aid,  or  of  labors  performed  by  my  faithful 
officers  and  attendants,  in  relieving  the  wants  of  hungry  and 
suffering  humanity  day  and  night.” 

Respectfully, 

ISAAC  BRAYTON, 

Superintendent. 

The  following  account,  written,  not  by  an  Agent  of  the 
Commission,  but  by  an  officer  of  the  Army,  will  convey  an 
idea  of  the  “Home”  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where,  during  the 
past  three  months,  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixteen 
lodgings  have  been  given,  and  seventeen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-five  meals  have  been  furnished  : 

“  The  Soldiers’  Home  at  Columbus  is  a  large  and  commo¬ 
dious  building,  erected  by  the  United  States  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mission.  The  building  is  only  a  few  yards  from  the  depot, 
and  the  sick  or  wounded  soldier  needs  no  direction  to  find 
it,  for  a  large,  conspicuous  sign  informs  all  that  it  is  the  44  Sol¬ 
diers’  Home  ;”  and,  on  entering,  I  assure  you  I  found  it  to  be 
such.  I  entered  a  large  sitting-room,  where  there  were  about 
sixty  returned  prisoners  sitting  comfortably  around  a  glow¬ 
ing  stove,  reciting  to  a  few  listeners  their  thrilling  stories 
of  outrage  and  wrong,  that  make  us  blush  for  our  kind,  south 
of  Mason  and  Dixon. 

44  To  the  left  of  the  entrance  was  a  large  hall,  with  long, 
cleanly-spread  tables,  on  which  was  loaded  an  abundance  of 
that  wholesome  food  for  which  those  noble  fellows  had  pined 
during  their  captivity.  But  now  4  they  were  in  God’s  coun¬ 
try,’  as  they  called  the  Horth  ;  and  i  felt,  as  I  gazed  on  these 
provisions  made  for  their  comfort  by  the  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  of  our  citizens,  that  they  were  also  4  amongst  God’s 
people.’  One  of  the  officers  of  the  Commission  took  me 
into  the  comfortable  little  hospital  attached  to  the  4  Home,’ 
where  I  saw  rows  of  neat,  clean  cots,  and  on  each  was  stretch¬ 
ed  the  pale,  emaciated  form  of  returned  prisoners.  Poor 
fellows !  no  tongue  can  tell  their  sufferings  while  in  the  hands 
of  4 the  chivalry;’  and,  although  I  have  seen  the  reality  my- 
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jelf,  I  listened  with  renewed  interest ;  and,  as  I  heard  some 
"touching  story  from  the  lips  of  a  worn-down,  ghastly-looking 
soldier,  once  a  strong  and  stalwart  youth,  I  could  not  hold 
back  the  tears  of  sympathy,  while  the  fires  of  indignation 
burned  afresh  against  our  more  than  barbarous  foe. 

“But  here,  in  the  cozy  4  Home,’  there  was  a  quiet  feeling 
>f  happiness.  Kind  hands  were  here  to  minister,  and  a  hun¬ 
dred  comforts  assured  them  that  their  long  captivity  was  not 
caused  by  a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple.  They  fully  appreciated  the  philanthropy  of  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Commission ;  and  I  heard  many  repeat  the  oft-quoted 
phrase,  4  God  bless  the  ladies  !’  I  understand  that  these  poor 
fellows  will  be  forwarded  to  their  homes  to-morrow,  and  their 
places  will  be  occupied  by  others  coming  on.  I  assure  you, 
my  friends,  my  heart  went  out  towards  this  noble  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  I  know  every  true  soldier  blesses  it.” 

The  following  44  Picture  of  one  day’s  operations  at  the 
Home,”  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  will  convey  a  more  full  and  a 
truer  impression  of  the  service  rendered  there  than  would  be 
given  by  many  pages  of  statistics  and  figures : 

44  How  few  of  our  citizens  have  taken  the  pains  to  turn  the 
corner  of  the  Union  depot,  to  give  a  passing  look  at  the 
flourishing  Soldiers’  Home,  stretching  its  white  length  along 
the  pier  !  It  has  certainly  done  its  best  to  attract  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  affectionate  attention,  not  only  covering  itself  with 
mighty  signs,  as  with  a  garment,  but  adorning  itself  with 
the  flag  which  converts  all  places  under  its  shelter  into 
soldiers’  homes.  As  the  representative  of  our  city’s  hos¬ 
pitalities  to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  to  the  returned 
prisoner,  or  to  any  of  our  national  army  who  need  food  and 
shelter,  it  has  now  so  good  a  name,  that  all  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  its  support  may  well  be  proud. 

44  The  last  few  days  have  brought  an  unusual  number  of 
guests  to  its  door:  on  Wednesday  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  on  Thursday  one  hundred  and  seventy  more  having 
been  entertained  there.  Eastern  hospitals  are  in  process  of 
depletion  to  make  room  for  new  arrivals  from  Sherman’s 
army,  of  those  who  have  fallen  by  the  way  in  the  grand 
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march.  Convalescents  they  call  these  weary  men,  who  hob¬ 
ble  on  crutches  about  the  door,  and  crowd  every  available 
space  within  the  Home  limits;  yet  each  bears  his  marks  of 
disease  or  wound,  either  in  pale  face  and  feeble  gait,  in  use¬ 
less  arm  or  crippled  limb.  But  all  differences  in  individual 
cases  are  merged  in  the  one  absorbing  interest  with  which 
the  still  closed  dining-room  door  is  watched.  Behind  that 
protecting  barrier  all  is  now  bustle  and  active  preparation, 
and  under  the  influence  of  quick  fingers  the  meal  is  in  readi¬ 
ness,  soon  enough  for  the  patience  even  of  the  hungry  crowd 
waiting  beyond  the  door.  Now  the  word  is  given,  and  in 
troops  the  first  instalment  of  men,  very  slowly  and  feebly — 
not  as  they  marched  away  with  Sherman — for  these  must  be 
carefully  helped  to  their  places  at  the  bountiful  table,  with 
crutches  stowed  away  in  close  proximity ;  this  one  must 
have  some  kind  hand  to  supply  the  place  of  the  arm  now 
hanging  useless  by  his  side,  and  another’s  morbid  appetite 
craves  some  variation  from  the  ordinary  fare.  The  guests’ 
names  must  be  recorded  as  accurately  as  the  warfare  of 
knives  and  forks  will  permit,  rough  Government  crutches 
exchanged  for  the  comfortably-padded  ones  furnished  by  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  and  many  little  deficiencies  in  cloth¬ 
ing  noted  and  remedied,  while  the  men  do  justice  to  the  fare 
before  them.  No  wonder  the  faces  brighten  under  the  com¬ 
bined  influence  of  kind  words  and  good  cheer.  Did  the 
maker  of  these  marvelous  cookies  realize  the  exquisite  relish 
with  which  the  appetite  of  a  convalescent  regards  them  ? 
These  vegetables  and  apple-butter,  with  which  some  thought¬ 
ful  country  Aid  Society  has  furnished  the  Home  larder,  are 
delicious  beyond  belief  to  men  so  long  consigned  to  salt  beef 
and  hard  tack  ;  while  the  butter  and  soft  bread  receive  such 
special  attention,  that  reinforcements  are  speedily  required. 
A  low  hum  of  applause  and  approving  comment  runs  round 
the  tables;  one  and  another  says  audibly  enough  to  rejoice 
the  attendant  ladies,  ‘Well,  this  looks  like  home!’  or  ‘I 
hav’n’t  seen  anything  like  this  since  I  left  home !’  Many 
pay  only  the  compliments  of  full  justice  to  the  meal,  while 
here  and  there  one  summons  up  courage  to  make  a  neat  lit¬ 
tle  speech  of  thanks  as  he  rises  from  the  table.  But  whether 


silent  or  complimentary,  the  feeling  of  all,  we  believe,  is  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  words  of  the  tall,  pale  sergeant,  who,  rising 
with  difficulty  on  his  crutches,  says :  4  Ladies,  kind  friends  ! 
it  is  worth  the  little  we  have  suffered  for  our  country  to  meet 
such  a  warm  reception  at  home.’ 

“Now  the  room  is  finally  emptied  of  its  first  guests,  and 
the  tables  hastily  prepared  for  the  second  instalment,  $nd 
then  for  a  third  and  fourth.  All  honor  to  the  worthy  Matron 
that  her  larder  stands  bravely  such  repeated  attacks,  and  her 
coffee-boiler  stoutly  replies  to  all  drafts  made  upon  it.  What 
a  relief,  that  the  last  poor  fellow  who  lingered  near  the  table 
has  fared  as  well  as  the  first  who  rushed  eagerly  in  to  the 
assault !  The  same  programme  is  repeated  on  each  occasion, 
with  variations  in  individual  cases.  One  forever-helpless 
man  is  carried  in  the  arms  of  a  brother  soldier,  that  he,  too, 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  sitting  at  the  table  with  the  rest ; 
and  he  pulls  out  the  fatal  bullet  which  4 ruined’  him,  as  he 
says,  to  exhibit.  Meanwhile  there  are  many  in  the  sleeping 
ward  too  feeble  to  care  to  leave  its  comfort,  whose  taste  must 
be  consulted,  and  to  whom  food  must  be  carried.  Here  one 
man’s  wound  needs  dressing,  another  asks  for  a  fresh  band¬ 
age;  here  a  slipper  is  wanted  for  a  swollen  foot,  and  another 
sickly  soldier  must  have  some  strengthening  remedy  from 
the  medicine-chest.  At  last  all  are  fed,  all  rested,  and  all 
wants  attended  to  ;  the  whistle  of  the  train  is  heard,  and  the 
soldiers  depart,  with  strength  enough  gained  to  carry  them 
on  their  journey,  leaving  behind  them  a  blessing  for  the 
Home.  But  their  departure  brings  little  rest  to  the  Home 
Corps.  The  debris  must  be  removed,  and  fresh  preparations 
made  for  the  arrival  of  the  later  trains,  which  may  bring  as 
many  more  guests  to  be  entertained  again  and  lodged  over 
night.”  *  *  *  *  *  * 

When  we  turned  to  the  West  we  passed  by  the  Home  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  for  a  year  past  most  excellent  service 
has  been  rendered.  But  the  following  picture  paints  in  such 
warm  coloring  the  blessed  spirit  of  welcome  which  pervades 
this  Home,  that  I  insert  it  here  to  serve  as  the  representive 
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description  of  the  many  other  Homes  of  the  Commission 
farther  West,  not  mentioned  here  in  detail. 

THE  SOLDIER’S  REST,  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

• 

“  Immediately  opposite  the  depot,  standing  out  in  a  very 
modest  way,  as  if  it  stood  out  solely  from  a  feeling  of  duty, 
and  not  a  whit  with  the  feeling  of  vanity,  is  a  snug,  clean, 
home-like  house,  wearing  on  its  brow  the  words,  “  The 
Soldiers’  Rest,” — “U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission.”  Without 
articulating  a  syllable,  simply  by  looking  and  being  looked 
at,  it  answers  the  questions  in  a  moment ;  and  to  its  door 
walk,  totter,  or  hobble  the  moneyless  and  friendless  sons  of 
Uncle  Samuel,  to  find  a  bed,  a  meal,  or  a  rest,  without  money 
and  without  price;  to  find  carpets  and  chairs,  lounges,  books, 
and  fires,  which  greet  them  with  the  genial  smile  of  home, 
rather  than  with  the  bold  stare  of  hotels ;  and  which  at  once 
magnetize  them  into  the  conviction  that  the  Rest  was  pro¬ 
vided  not  so  much  for  soldiers  in  the  aggregate  and  concrete, 
as  for  themselves  individually  and  personally.  It  is  amusing 
to  see  how,  at  first,  some  of  them  look  from  their  shoes  to 
the  carpet,  and  back  to  their  shoes,  as  if  the  oue  had  no  right 
on  the  other;  and  then  how  they  sidle  into  a  corner  where 
there  are  no  chairs,  though  they  crowd  the  chairs  out  of  the 
way  to  reach  the  corner.  And  when  the  warm-hearted  lady, 
who  has  been  appointed  superintendent  by  the  warm-hearted 
ladies  of  the  Buffalo  Branch,  coaxes  them  to  give  the  chairs 
a  fair  chance  along  the  walls  by  sitting  down  in  them ;  and 
coaxes  the  weakest  to  lie  down  on  the  lounges ;  and  coaxes 
steaming  dishes  to  come  out  from  the  tidy  kitchen  expressly 
to  be  eaten;  and  coaxes  the  white  pillows  and  sheets  to 
smooth  all  the  wrinkles  out  of  themselves,  that  they  may 
woo  sleep  to  smooth  all  the  wrinkles  out  of  the  tired  faces 
— while  all  this  is  going  on,  it  does  one’s  heart  good  to  see 
how  the  carpets  and  chairs  and  walls  nudge  each  other  and 
laugh  at  the  shoes  for  their  timidity ;  and  how  quickly  the 
men  laugh  heartier  than  all  of  them  as  the  cheer  and  glow 
charm  each  one  into  the  belief,  that  before  he  enlisted  he 
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built  the  Rest  for  his  own  especial  use,  but  had  forgotten  all 
about  it  till  that  minute. 

“The  original  design  of  the  ladies  who  compose  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Branch  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission  was  to 
provide  a  temporary  home  for  sick  soldiers  passing  through 
their  city,  or  to  the  hospitals  of  their  city ;  and  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  those  who  have  received  the  benefit  of  the  Rest  have 
been  of  this  class;  but  the  numerous  applications,  and  evi¬ 
dent  claims  of  w^ell  men  for  attention,  have  caused  them  to 
lay  the  case  before  Government  officials,  and,  with  that  gen¬ 
erosity  and  humanity  which  has  so  eminently  characterized 
the  United  States  authorities,  Government  has  decided  to 
erect  buildings  on  the  same  ground,  and  as  a  part  of  the 
Rest,  for  the  accommodation  of  all  soldiers  who  are  justly 
entitled  to  ratious  and  care,  such  regulations  being  estab¬ 
lished  as  that  Government  rations  shall  only  be  issued  to 
soldiers,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  Sanitary  Commission 
can,  from  its  own  resources,  feed  discharged  men  or  others 
who  are  not  entitled  to  subsistence. 

“  The  Rest  was  opened  in  June,  and  the  daily  average  of 
men  cared  for  was  three ;  during  July,  August,  and  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  daily  average  was  seven ;  October,  thirteen,  and 
January  thirty-one;  so  that  the  work  done  during  the  last 
month  is  ten  times  as  great  as  that  during  the  first.  No 
better  indication  of  the  necessity  of  the  Rest,  or  of  the  ab¬ 
solute  necessity  for  its  continuance  could  be  asked  than  this 
fact.  During  the  eight  months  of  its  operation  3,318  en¬ 
listed  men,  from  twenty-nine  different  States,  have  been 
cared  for ;  2,497  lodgings,  in  sweet,  white  beds,  have  been 
given  ;  and  8,869  hot,  toothsome  meals,  have  been  furnished; 
and  all  has  been  done  in  such  a  quiet,  unpretending  way, 
that  thousands  of  passers  by,  who  might  have  glanced  at 
the  modest  house,  have  not  even  noticed  its  existence,  much 
less  known  its  work.  A  meal  to  an  emaciated  convalescent 
often  prevents  a  relapse,  and  a  few  nights’  quiet  rest  have 
saved  many  a  life.  If  ideas  ever  take  upon  themselves  a 
solid  form,  the  ‘  Rest  ’  is  but  an  expression  of  the  Good 
Master’s  command,  ‘  Love  one  another.’  ” 
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As  an  instance  of  the  large  service  rendered  at  points 
where  the  necessity  or  utility  of  providing  special  relief  ap¬ 
peared  to  some  very  doubtful,  I  may  refer  to  the  Home  at 
Detroit,  Michigan.  Here,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
work  for  the  last  six  months,  (embracing  the  three  months 
prior  to  July  1,)  there  were  about  eight  thousand  nights’ 
lodgings,  and  between  twenty-seven  and  twenty-eight  thou¬ 
sand  meals  furnished  for  soldiers. 

The  Home  at  New  Orleans  gives  for  its  three  months’  re¬ 
cord  evidence  of  most  valuable  work.  It  has  in  that  time 
furnished,  in  its  well  ventilated  and  nicely  ordered  rooms, 
nineteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-three  (19,348) 
lodgings,  and  at  its  table  it  has  supplied  to  invalid  and  far 
loughed  and  other  soldiers  needing  the  aid,  including  many 
returned  Union  prisoners,  sixty-three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fourteen  (63,914)  meals.  We  may  not  easily  over-esti¬ 
mate  the  worth  of  this  service  at  such  a  distant  point  as  Hew 
Orleans,  a  point  through  which  multitudes  of  soldiers  pass, 
yet  far  removed  from  the  ordinary  facilities  for  securing 
supplies  and  comforts.  This  remark  applies  with  peculiar 
force  also  to  the  Homes  at  such  places  as  “  Camp  Kelson,” 
Kentucky;  “ Jeffersonville,”  Indiana;  “Memphis,”  Tennes¬ 
see;  “Cairo,”  Illinois;  at  which  four  Homes  over  forty-five 
thousand  meals  were  furnished  during  the  last  quarter. 

In  presenting  this  general  report  I  have  given  in  detail  but 
two  or  three  of  the  special  reports  of  the  Homes  and  Lodges 
of  the  Commission,  enough  only  to  indicate  the  method  of  a 
work  which  has  now  a  large  uniformity  of  system.  I  have 
sought  rather  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  aims,  spirit,  and 
agencies  of  this  branch  of  the  Commission’s  service,  which, 
during  the  last  six  months,  has  provided  for  those  seeking 
shelter  and  care,  nearly  one  million  of  meals,  and  over  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  nights’  lodgings. 

I  append  to  this,  copied  from  the  Bulletin,  the  list  of 
Homes  and  Lodges  as  it  stood  on  the  first  of  June. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  N.  KNAPP, 

Superintendent  of  Special  Relief. 


\Q ^  A  P  P  ENDIX. 

List  of  Soldiers’  Homes  aud  Lodges  of  the  United  States 
Sanitary  Commission,  June  1,  1865  : 

Alexandria,  Va.  “  Alexandria  Lodge.”  Orange  and  Alexandria  Rail¬ 
road  Station.  J.  B.  Holt,  Superintendent. 

Annapolis,  Md,  “  Home  for  Soldiers’  Wives  and  Mothers.”  Mrs. 
Hopes  Sayres,  Matron. 

Baltimore,  Md.  “Soldiers’  Home.”  No.  62  Conway  Street.  A.  E. 
Hastings,  Supt. 

Boston,  Mass.  “Soldiers’  Home.”  No.  76  Kingston  street.  Charles 
F.  Mudge,  Supt.,  near  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad  Depot. 

Buffalo,  IN.  Y.  “Soldiers'  Rest.”  Exchange  street,  opposite  Central 
Railroad  Depot.  Mrs.  H.  Indevine,  Matron. 

Cairo,  Ill.  “  Soldiers’  Home.”  C.  N.  Shipman,  Superintendent. 

Camp  Nelson,  Ky.  “  Soldiers’  Home.”  Thomas  Butler,  Superintend¬ 
ent. 

Cincinnati,  O.  “Soldiers’  Home.”  Third  street.  Col.  G.  W.  D. 
Andrews,  Supt. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  “^Soldiers’  Home.”  Joseph  Jerome,  Superintendent. 
Columbus,  Ohio.  “  Soldiers’  Home.”  T.  E.  Botsford,  Superintendent. 
Detroit,  Michigan.  “Soldiers’  Home.”  No.  81  Jefferson  Avenue. 
Harrisburg,  Fa.  Near  the  Railroad  Depot.  “  Sick  Soldiers’  Rest.” 
W.  H.  Hadley,  Supt. 

Hartford,  Ct.  “Soldiers’  Rest.”  Near  Railroad  Depot.  0.  B.  Segir, 
Superintendent. 

Jeffersonville,  Indiana.  “Soldiers’  Home.”  New  Market  street, 
near  the  Depot.  E.  T  Smith,  Superintendent. 

Louisville,  Ky.  “Soldiers’  Home.”  V.  Scott,  Superintendent. 
Memphis,  Tenn.  “Soldiers’  Lodge  ”  Near  landing.  C.  W.  Christy, 
Superintendent  and  Relief  Agent. 

Nashville,  Tenn.  “Soldiers’  Home.”  Captain  I.  Brayton,  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

.  New  Orleans,  La.  “Soldiers’  Home.”  Corner  Magazine  and  Julia 
streets.  Sumner  Bullard,  Superintendent. 

New  York  City.  “Discharged  Soldiers’  Home.”  No.  45  Grove  street 
near  Blecker.  Dr.  M.  M.  Marsh,  Superintendent. 

Faducah  Ky.  “  Soldiers’  Home.’  E.  D.  Way,  Superintendent. 

Portsmouth,  Va.  “Soldiers  Home.  John  Alcooke,  Superintendent. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  “  Soldiers’  Lodge.’”  Corner  13th  and  Christian 
streets,  near  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Depot.  Col. 
C.  E.  Soest,  Supt. 

Washington,  D,  C.  “  The  Home.”  No.  374  North  Capitol  street.  J.  B. 
Clark,  Supt. 

“Home for  Soldiers’  Wives  and  Mothers.”  No  380  North  Capitol  street. 
J.  B.  Clark,  Supt. 

“Lodge  No.  4.”  No.  389  H  street.  Loomis,  Supt. 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  “  Soldiers’  Lodge.”  Market  street.  F.  B.  Foster, 
Supt.  * 


Appendix  A. 

FORM  OF  RETURN  USED  IN  THE  HOMES  AND  LODGES  U.  S.  SANITARY  COMMISSION. 
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U.  S,  Sanitary  Commission. 

Doc.  iVo.  94. 


/ 


Note  — The  last  previous  Report  upon 
Special  Relief,  published  as  a  document  of 
the  Commission,  was  dated  October  1,  1863, 
(Doc.  No.  77.)  The  record  of  the  work  du¬ 
ring  the  intermediate  time  has  been  printed 
from  quarter  to  quarter  in  the  “Reporter” 
and  the  “Bulletin.” 


